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Introduction – A Living (Personal) Relationship with the Lord
The “Good News” of Christ brings believers into a living (personal) relationship with God
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Lord). The “Creator” of heaven and earth has revealed
Himself to us in three persons so we might better know Him and worship Him in “Spirit
and Truth” (John 4:23). Therefore, this discipleship (spiritual formation) study has been
developed to assist believers with “encountering and connecting” (fellowshipping) with
the Lord as they live in relationship (covenant) with God.
The “Good News” of the Gospel reveals that although we can’t perfectly worship God
with our imperfect lives, God has provided One, the Christ (the unblemished lamb), who
has done this for us. Not only did God’s Son live a perfect, sinless life but His sacrifice
(atonement) for our sin intercedes for us now so we can receive the Spirit of Christ and
live like Jesus did, for He loved God the Father. We have been set free from the wages
of sin (death) so that we can enjoy God’s gift of eternal freedom and fellowship with Him
seen in us as we “love Him and others” (Mark 12:30-31). Our Lord Jesus has made
“peace and righteousness” with God our new way of life. Through “faith in Christ”, He
has given us His victory over death to overcome our old way, being imprisoned to
serving our sinful desires. Walking by the Spirit empowers us to be free and live in a
manner which brings glory to God the Father.
By faith in Christ, believers are launched into a spiritual journey of echoing Christ in
“Spirit & Truth” (John 4:24, 5:24). His Light (the revelation of His living presence)
illuminates all Scripture and leads us in His “Way, Truth and Life” (John 14:6). This
diagram below presents symbols used in this study which highlight the Christian “Faith
Journey” in “Spirit & Truth” and being “Fed & Led” along the way.
Spiritual Formation (Discipleship Journey)
“Call to Love”

(John 4:23-24) ➔==================================➔ (Mark 12:30-31)

God

“Raise the Bar”

self

others
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Meaning of Symbols / Diagram
1. The Fish with the cross represents the new spiritual birth of a believer who has
been supernaturally transformed into a worshipper of God in “Spirit and Truth”.
2. The John 4:23-24 ➔ Mark 12:30-31 lifeline represents eternal fellowship with
God in “Spirit and Truth” purposed in/by Christ alive in us.
3. The down arrow represents God pouring His “Spirit and Truth” into us as we live
anew in Christ.
4. The up arrow represents our response back to God as His “Light, Love and Life”
are echoing the Christ within us back to Him.
5. The horizontal arrow represents our “words and deeds” towards others which
give witness to the goodness (grace) of God.
6. The “raise the bar” symbol below the lifeline represents how “faith expressing
itself in love” manifests repeatedly between God, believers and others through
our spiritual growth in God’s Word. As we grow in God’s Word, both we and
“those around us (others)” grow in our obedience to God’s will being done.
7. The “Position in Christ” satellite dish represents the re-positioning of our hearts
as God’s “Spirit and Truth” olds our hearts during our spiritual journey for God’s
Kingdom purpose and bringing heaven to earth (redeeming love).
Our purpose for writing these Bible studies is to “kick-start” an unbridled love for God.
This training has been developed using Scripture from many different books of the Bible
to show the consistency of God’s Word and its teaching about loving God with all our
heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30-31). As we submit to the inner work of the
Holy Spirit and feast upon the heavenly manna of God (Scripture under the Light of
Christ) we will grow in love for God and others. The lessons have been organized into
the following sections:
A. Loving God with all our Heart (In Covenant)
(Study: “New Covenant Blessings/Bonds through Christ”);
B. Loving God with all our Soul (In Being)
(Study: “Our New Identity”);
C. Loving God with all our Mind (In Purpose)
(Study: two sections – “King of kings”, “Kingdom Focused”);
D. Loving God with all our Strength (In Body)
(Study: two sections - “Unite in Light (Truth), Love & Life”,
“Embrace His Spirit of Grace”).
Imagine meeting with the Lord regularly like the early disciples did and studying with
Him to learn about His “call to love”. The picture below may help you…
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The Lord wants us all to be loved (shaped) by Him and become love to our world right
where he has placed us. He wants to speak to His believers regularly about the New
Covenant, being a “New Creation”, serving in His Kingdom and uniting around Him to
be His visual body to the world. This is what this study emphasizes.
Prayer: Thank you Lord for revealing Yourself, becoming God’s love right before our
eyes through Your “life, death and resurrection”. Help us to live with no fear, for You
redeemed us, made us new creations and live in us to bring our God eternal glory…
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[Part A. Loving God with all our Heart (in Covenant)]
Introduction: “New Covenant Blessings/Bonds through Christ” Bible Study
At the center of our faith journey with Christ in “Spirit & Truth” is a love for God and
others alive in hearts that have been captured by God’s New Covenant. The Lord has
revealed Himself to our hearts through Scripture as both the Savior and Lord of our new
lives found in Him. He has bound (yoked) us to Himself through His first love with an
unbreakable covenant written upon our hearts so that we might be transformed into the
image of Christ, full of “grace and truth”. God’s love (1 John 4:7) and Truth (John 14:1617) is bringing His loving-kindness (redemption) to bear upon His people and their
Christ-centered relationships with Him and others. God accomplishes this through the
unbreakable bonds of a New Covenant (agreement) forged in His perfect character and
life. The Gospel Message declares the coming of the New Covenant (Good News) and
the eternal life it brings through the finished work of Christ on the cross. This study’s
purpose is to emphasize the ways our hearts have been (are being) shaped through the
New Covenant bonds so that we will eventually (obediently) love God with our all from
the heart.

God

“Raise the Bar”

self

others

The purpose for all “Call to Love” Bible studies is to “raise the bar”, as we “press on to
take hold of that which Jesus took hold of us (Phil. 3:12).” We “raise the bar” as Christ
followers by learning about and demonstrating “faith in Christ” expressing itself through
love (Gal. 5:6). This Bible study will focus on how our personal relationship with Christ
through the Living Word draws us to “love God” (vertical love) and “love others”
(horizontal love). God gave us these Scriptures we will study to increase our
confidence in the Lord’s promise (new covenant) and to teach us how to surrender our
hearts to His Kingdom (good) purpose.
Study Goals: Training disciples of the Lord to be…
1) a people who believe in Jesus and follow Jesus;
2) a people who surrender their hearts to the new covenant and its blessings in
Christ.
Prayer: Lord, take our hearts and make them new, forever yoked to You and Your
eternal purpose, Your Kingdom come…
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The Following are 7 Bonds (Eternal Blessings) of His Covenant Relationship for Us:
Unit 1 – The Eternal Blessing/Bond of Love;
Unit 2 – The Eternal Blessing/Bond of Sacrifice;
Unit 3 – The Eternal Blessing/Bond of Faithfulness;
Unit 4 – The Eternal Blessing/Bond of Mercy;
Unit 5 – The Eternal Blessing/Bond of Joy;
Unit 6 – The Eternal Blessing/Bond of Peace;
Unit 7 – The Eternal Blessing/Bond of Eternity;
(Note: Each unit will give biblical verses to demonstrate: the covenantal blessing /
bond coming from God; our heart lead response back to God and our witness of
these blessings in our heart to others. All followers of Christ walk in a “living faith”
that is expressed in three directions: from God, to God and to others. Unlike the Old
Covenant (Mosaic Law) which was a conditional covenant; the New Covenant
(God’s grace through “faith in Christ”) is an eternal, unbreakable covenant. It comes
with eternal blessings / bonds purposed to shape our hearts to love God and others.
Optional Unit – Born into God’s Family of Champions.
(Note: This optional unit depicts how God’s covenant “people of faith” were led to
live as “champions of faith” in God’s promises (Word). Their obedience to the living
faith (Word) God placed in them empowered them to love God and others.
Lesson Notations
The following re-occurring images shall be used in the lessons to refer to God, self and
others from the “raise the bar” diagram above:

“God pours into us…”

“we receive and respond to God…”

“we share with others…”
Note: When you see these images used to begin a section in the lessons, use these
phrases above in your discussions to remind the students how we “raise the bar” in
loving God with all our heart (Phil. 1:3-6).
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<Unit 1 – The Eternal Blessing/Bond of Love>

Why is this eternal blessing so life-changing? It joins us to a God
who is described in Scripture as being love (1st John 4:7). His bond of love connects us
with these holy, life-giving attributes of His love: patience, kindness, selflessness,
humility, honoring truth, self-control, forgiveness, justice, perseverance and never giving
up hope (1st Cor. 13:4-7).

His Love Came Down: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
His Love Gives Life: “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends.” (John 15:13)
His Love Keeps Us: “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in
my love.” (John 15:9)
(Note: God is holy and His agape love is rescuing and redeeming His people.)
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His Love Calls to Us: “Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to
hear what I say.” (John 8:43)
We Respond to His Call: “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow
me.” (John 10:27)
We Draw Close to Him: “I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to
complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as
you have loved me.” (John 17:23)
(Note: When we believe in Jesus, the language of God’s love draws us to respond with
the fruit of the Spirit. As we rest in God’s first love, our character is molded to reflect His
love which is spoken about in 1 Cor. 13:4-7.)

His Love Moves Us to: “Love each other as I have loved you.” (John 15:12)
His Love Show Us the Way: “We love because He loved us first.” (1st John 4:19)
(Note: Our life of “service in love” views our opportunities to serve as loving Jesus back
as He described for us in Matt. 25:34-40.)

Believers have been called to position their new covenant hearts so
that their new hearts might be shaped by His blessing/bond of love (from Him, towards
Him and others) shared unconditionally from His heart.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions (can be co-mingled with lesson or discussed at end of lesson)

1. Discuss the “love that came down to us” from God. In addition to the attributes
listed in the “Intro”, what other attributes of God do you think of when you think of
God’s love coming down to us?
2. How has God’s love brought us life? What is the greatest aspect of love from
John 15:13? Can laying one’s life down be a call to a lifelong commitment?
3. John 15:9 challenges us to remain in God’s love? How do we remain in God’s
love? Fidelity? Adoration, etc.?

4. Does our sinful condition prevent (hinder) us from hearing from God (John 8:43)?
What does God tell us in Jeremiah 31:3?
5. What is the first thing all believers hear from God? 1 John 4:19 (note: The “Good
News” is that God’s first love turns us towards Him – 1 John. 4:16)
6. What’s the greatest work of God’s love? What’s Jesus praying for in Jn. 17:23?
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7. If we want our world to be united with God, what commandment of Christ should
we follow? John 15:12 (note: look again at the attributes of love)
8. The new covenant is a covenant based upon God’s first love in Christ. How does
Scripture direct us to share God’s love with others? Receive it: 1 John 3:1; then
share it: Luke 6:37-38. How do we share His love? Hosea 6:6, Gal. 5:6.
Prayer: Heavenly Father ---- as we turn from what comes out of our hearts without You,
overflow our hearts with your New Covenant, eternal blessing of the love of Christ...
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<Unit 2 – The Eternal Blessing/Bond of Sacrifice>

Why is this eternal blessing so life-changing? It gives us
unbroken access to our Heavenly (Holy) Father through the blood sacrifice of Christ
(atonement) made for our sins. It connects us with the purpose for the suffering of
Christ on the cross (redemption) as our suffering is joined with His bond of sacrifice.

His Holy Sacrifice: “Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and
was glad.” (John 8:56)
His Life for Ours: “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep.” (John 10:11)
His Redemptive Power: “He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to
life for our justification.” (Romans 4:25)
(Note: The truth of God’s salvation message was perfectly demonstrated (proved) for us
at the cross and the empty tomb. His life given for us changes everything as we, the
body of Christ, become the new temple of God!)
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Becoming like Christ: “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.”
(Romans 12:1).
How We Fulfill the “Spirit of the Law”: “Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love
is the fulfillment of the law.” (Romans 13:10)
(Note: By human, fallen nature we are selfish. Our living sacrifice is one of humbling
ourselves to God’s Christ-like purpose of serving others.)

Living like Christ: “Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above
yourselves.” (Romans 12:10).
Sacrificing like Christ: “If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also.
If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them.” (Luke 6:29)
(Note: We know in life that nothing is fruitful or authentic without commitment. Love is a
verb and commitment to His love joins us with His body and the production of eternal
fruit through self sacrifice.)

Believers have been called to position their new covenant hearts so
that their new hearts might be shaped by His blessing/bond of sacrifice (from Him,
towards Him and others) made for us at the cross.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. Discuss what event made Abraham rejoice about the sacrifice of God’s Son?
What did God provide for Abraham? (Note: See Gen. 22:8,12-13)
2. Why is the sacrifice of Jesus so important to us? What has His sacrifice provided
for us? (1st Peter 1:18-20)
3. What has his sacrifice brought to us in this life? (1st Peter 2:24) We have been
wed to Jehovah Tsidkenu (The Lord our Righteousness); if we receive Christ as
our Lord and Savior.

4. How are God’s children called to share/express His righteousness?
5. What is the greatest witness of this to others? (Romans 12:10)

6. What does Romans 10:4 remind us about the basis for our righteousness?
7. Demonstrating this bond: Discuss how important our witness is of being made
righteous in Christ. How does this affect the way we treat others? (Luke 3:10-11)
Prayer: Heavenly Father ---- turn us from always defending our self-righteousness,
overflow our hearts with your New Covenant, eternal blessing of the righteousness that
comes from the sacrifice of Christ...
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<Unit 3 – The Eternal Blessing/Bond of Faithfulness>

Why is this eternal blessing so life-changing? It’s there to join us
with the perfect work of Christ rather than being yoked to our body of work (Rom. 3:10,
23). It gives us confidence and joins us to the bond of “faith expressing itself through
love” which the life of Christ exudes.

Father is Faithful: “If we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown himself.”
(2nd Timothy 2:13)
Son is Faithfull: “For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will
of him who sent me.” (John 6:38)
Spirit (and His Seed) is Faithful: “Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to
the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many
seeds.” (John 12:24)
Note: God’s faithfulness is the banner we wave as we live to acknowledge and honor
the faithfulness of Christ.)
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Focus of faith: Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has
sent.” (John 6:29)
Work of faith: “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek
him.” (Heb. 11:6)
(Note: No matter what happens in this life, we rely on Christ. He followed God’s
direction through Scripture with perfect obedience. This is the solid rock we stand upon
and we are changed in the depths of our being as we rest in the gift of eternal the Lord’s
faithfulness has brought to us.)

Proof of faith/signs of faith life: “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself
through love.” (Gal. 5:6)
Direction of faith: “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of
Christ.” (Gal. 6:2)
(Note: If we would submit our lives to be joined daily with Christ and others in “faith
expressing itself through love” this world would be drastically different. This is how
God’s people will live forever in heaven with the Lord, so why not live like this now?)

Believers have been called to position their new covenant hearts so
that their new hearts might be shaped by His blessing/bond of faithfulness (from Him,
towards Him and others) found in His very nature.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions (can be co-mingled with lesson or discussed at end of lesson)

1. To what is God faithful? Is God’s truth (Word) alive? (John 1:1)
2. What did Jesus’ faithfulness bring us in regards to God’s Word? (Matt. 5:17,
Romans 10:4, John 19:30)
3. What life does the incorruptible seed bring to us? (1st Peter 1:23)

4. Where does faith in Christ lead us? (John 16:33)
5. If faith is like a seed, then describe the “type of” seed which produces a crop
pleasing to God? (John 6:29)

6. What does “faith in Christ” empower us to do? (Eph. 2:10, Phil. 3:12)
7. What is the Royal Law of Christ? (James 2:8, Matt. 5:21-48)
8. What is the goal of the Truth which we are called to obey? (John 8:31-32)

Prayer: Heavenly Father ---- turn us from our own ways, overflow our hearts with your
New Covenant, eternal blessing of the faithfulness of Christ and His Way...
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<Unit 4 – The Eternal Blessing/Bond of Mercy>

Why is this eternal blessing so life-changing? It’s there to join us
with God’s gift of everlasting life as we stand upon (trust) in God’s eternal truth which
reveals to us that despite our sin, God has sent us His Son to rescue us and place us
on higher ground through His bond of mercy.

Gift of Mercy: “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)
Giver of Mercy: “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
to save the world through him.” (John 3:17)
Work of Mercy: “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)
(Note: His mercy and compassion have captured the heart of His people. There is no
longer a great divide between a Holy God, the uncreated and His people. God’s mercy
through Christ has bridged this gap.)
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Trust His Plan of Mercy: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; 6 in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”
(Proverbs 3:5-6)
continued : “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28)
(Note: Just like the relationship we witnessed between the Father and Son shared in the
Gospels, God the Father makes available His mercy to all who trust in His Son. Jesus
made God’s mercy available to ALL as He tasted death separated from the Father for
believers on the cross and now releases His resurrected life into their hearts to lift up
the aroma of Christ to the Father.)

Mercy Released: “For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others their sins, your
Father will not forgive your sins.” (Matthew 6:14-15)
Mercy Demonstrated: “Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live
by the Spirit should restore that person gently.” (Galatians 6:1)
Being Mercy Led: “As we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to
those who belong to the family of believers.” (Galatians 6:10)
(Note: Jesus said in John 3:17 that he came not to judge but to rescue. If we never
reach our hand out to those in need, then we have misunderstood how His Kingdom
comes.)

Believers have been called to position their new covenant hearts so
that their new hearts might be shaped by His blessing/bond of mercy (from Him,
towards Him and others) seen through His compassion for His beloved.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions (can be co-mingled with lesson or discussed at end of lesson)

1. Discuss the difference between receiving God’s mercy and judgment of sin?
What did Jesus say to the thief on the cross? (Luke 23:43, John 10:10)
2. What did Jesus reveal to us about God’s heart? (Hosea 6:6)
3. The Lord gave us beauty for ashes. Whose example was humanity following
before Jesus gave His life for us? (Hosea 6:7)

4. Why do we trust now in the new covenant? (Heb. 8:6,10-12)
5. As our sins are forgiven, what is God’s good purpose for His mercy?
(1st John 4:16-18)

6. The Lord calls us to be single-minded just as Christ was single-minded about
going to the cross. Does Matt. 6:14-15 and Mark 8:33-34 bind us to mercy?
7. What’s the impact of being a mercy led follower of Christ? (1st Peter 4:8) Does
being merciful draw people’s attention towards the “good news” of the Gospel?
Prayer: Heavenly Father ---- overflow our hearts with your New Covenant, eternal
blessing of unending mercy made available through Christ...
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<Unit 5 – The Eternal Blessing/Bond of Joy>

Why is this eternal blessing so life-changing? It’s there to joins us
every morning to the truth that our Redeemer lives. His joy comes to us through our
faith that God has rescued us from the pit of despair (eternal judgment) and it binds us
to His promise of heavenly rewards.

Joy not dread of judgment: “But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. (Luke 2:10)”
Joy in our steps: “Blessed are those whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on
pilgrimage.” (Psalm 84:5)
Joy to conquer sorrow: “For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime;
weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.” (Psalm 30:5)
(Note: His joy comes to us in the morning to begin every day. The world tried to silence
Jesus forever at the cross and extinguish His light but on the third day He got up.)
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Unending Joy: “Rejoice in the Lord always, I will say it again rejoice.” (Phil. 4:4)
continued… “I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me.
Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not saying
this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the
circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I
have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or
hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me
strength.” (Phil. 4:10-13)
(Note: Jesus has defeated death! O death where is thou sting! – refer to 1st Cor. 15)

Joy Shared from His New Life: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never
perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you.” (1st Peter 1:3-4)
Joy Shared from His Finished Work: “Grace and peace be yours in abundance through
the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.” (2nd Peter 1:2)
(Note: Knowing Jesus and learning how to experience joy in His presence is first and
foremost why we are in this world. Don’t make this world (or any place) your final
destination. The best that is yet to come is unbroken fellowship with the joy of His
presence!)

Believers have been called to position their new covenant hearts so
that their new hearts might be shaped by His blessing/bond of joy (from Him, towards
Him and others) experienced in His presence.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions (can be co-mingled with lesson or discussed at end of lesson)

1. Discuss the difference between fear/judgment, the weapon of the evil one and
the gift of God’s joy? (Psalm 51:12)
2. What gives us the strength to walk with Christ? (Col. 1:27) Living hope leads to
living with joy…
3. What is under the greatest attack? (Psalm 30:5) What lifts us out of depression
or fear?

4. Should Phil. 4:4 lead us throughout our days? God’s people rejoice because they
are a people of Grace (Spirit of Charity) and Truth!

5. What propels a person to be a person of outreach (Good News)? Therefore, do
you understand why our joy is constantly under attack?
6. What does God’s abundant joy lead His followers to? (1st Peter 1:3-4) Discuss
the impact of maintaining a heavenly perspective on our attitude and actions.
Prayer: Heavenly Father ---- overflow our hearts with your New Covenant, eternal
blessing of the joy of being redeemed through Christ...
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<Unit 6 – The Eternal Blessing/Bond of Peace>

Why is this eternal blessing so life-changing? The work of God’s
peace (reconciliation) is to: 1) eliminate all barriers between man and God; 2) bring
perfect wholeness to our being (body, mind and spirit); and 3) bring unity between His
people.

Peace Bestowed: “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 5:1)
Peace Delivered: “On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’” (John 20:19)
Peace Secured: “And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4:7)
(Note: God’s peace in Christ comes from the unending spring of His holiness which has
overcome the sin of the world and its wages.)
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Standing on His Peace: ”For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who
are being made holy.” (Hebrews 10:14)
Approaching through His Peace: ”Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of
need.“ (Heb. 4:16)
(Note: Abraham looked forward to the day that Father God would provide the perfect
sacrifice. God had provided the ram sacrifice for Isaac and in Christ had provided the
lamb for all His children. We are called to be confident in God’s unbreakable,
everlasting peace.)

Ambassadors of Peace: “And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.
20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal
through us.” (2nd Cor. 5:19-20)
(Note: God’s holy priesthood is a holy people who are called to be ministers of
reconciliation. God is reconciling people to himself, people to their true self and people
with one another.)

Believers have been called to position their new covenant hearts so
that their new hearts might be shaped by His blessing/bond of peace (from Him,
towards Him and others) established between the Father and Son and given to us by
the Holy Spirit.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions (can be co-mingled with lesson or discussed at end of lesson)

1. Discuss the concept of justification. Will there be a judgment? (Psalm 9:7-8)
2. What within us stood as a great divide between us and God before our salvation
(Rom. 5:8)
3. What does our security/peace lead us to? (Phil. 4:7) An unending state of rest
(Shalom) in the Lord…

4. Can we live a perfect life for God? Who has lived a perfect life of obedience to
God for us? Isn’t there peace in relying on Christ?

5. What moves believers to approach God regularly? As we look at what God has
done for us does it change how we look at others?
6. How does God want us to approach others? How do ambassadors to other
countries represent their country? Discuss how the peace of Christ impacts how
we can represent/share Christ with others.
Prayer: Heavenly Father ---- overflow our hearts with your New Covenant, eternal
blessing of peace made available through the cross of Christ...
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<Unit 7 – The Eternal Blessing/Bond of Eternity>

Why is this eternal blessing so life-changing? It’s there to join our
lives with the Alpha and Omega, the Son who is united with the Father and the Spirit
and is the “God of the Living”.

Eternal Gift: “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch
them out of my hand.” (John 10:28)
Eternal Source: “Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have
the words of eternal life.” (John 6:68)
Eternal Freedom: “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who
sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.”
(John 5:24)
(Note: The expression of God through creation is a gift that keeps on giving despite the
sin of man. Who would have believed that the goodness of God would include the gift
of eternity to the apple of His eye, His family made holy in Christ?)

-29-

(Version 3.0E)

Eternal Perspective: ”He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set
eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning
to end. 12 I know that there is nothing better for people than to be happy and to do good
while they live. 13 That each of them may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all their
toil—this is the gift of God. 14 I know that everything God does will endure forever;”
(Eccl. 3:11-14)
continued: “I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the
earth. 26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 27 I myself
will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!”
(Job 19:25-27)
(Note: Do you believe like Job that you will be able to see God one day? This is the gift
that God the Father has given His people through His Son.)

Guided by the Resurrection: ”For since death came through a man, the resurrection of
the dead comes also through a man.” (1st Cor. 15:21)
Empowered by the Resurrection: “and his incomparably great power for us who believe.
That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms (Eph. 1:19-20)”
(Note: “The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor” was
Christ’ answer to John the Baptist’ followers in Luke 7:22 when asked if He was the
Messiah. Jesus carried the power of the resurrection in His mortal body and so do we
through faith in Him. We shouldn’t limit His resurrection power within us in this life.
Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever!)

Believers have been called to position their new covenant hearts so
that their new hearts might be shaped by His blessing/bond of eternity (from Him,
towards Him and others) found only in God’s eternal life (Spirit).
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions (can be co-mingled with lesson or discussed at end of lesson)

1. Who gives us eternal life and secures it for us? (John 10:28, Rom. 8:28)
2. What does eternal life stand upon (John 1:1)
3. Where does truth (God) lead us? A life greater than… (make a list)

4. What has God placed in our soul? (Eccl. 3:11)
5. What shall believers do that the first disciples did? (1 John 1:1-3)

6. What has the resurrection conquered and leads us to overcome? (1 John 4:18)
7. How does God want us to view this life? How do we live eternally for God in the
present? (Rom. 12:1-2) Discuss living as someone who has conquered death in
Christ verses someone only surviving for a short time, on earth all alone.
Prayer: Heavenly Father ---- overflow our hearts with your New Covenant, eternal
blessing of eternal life made available by grace through faith in Christ...
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<Optional Unit – Born into God’s Family of Champions>
The following are seven references which identify the bonds we share as a family of
God’s covenantal promise taken from Hebrews chapter 11:
1. Enoch, a man who was totally devoted to God, trusted in God’s promise of
unbroken love (for creation);
2. Abraham, a man who forsook his homeland of idol worshippers, trusted in God’s
promise of a holy sacrifice;
3. Abel, a man who gave his firstfruits back to God, trusted in God’s promise of
unshakeable faithfulness;
4. Rahab, a prostitute who welcomed the Good News of the promised land, trusted
in God’s promise of unconditional mercy;
5. Sarah, who received a son from her barren womb, trusted in God’s promise of
great joy;
6. King David, who established the earthly kingdom of Israel, trusted in God’s
promise of unending peace;
7. Women, who receive back their dead raised to life again, trusted in God’s
promise of eternity (everlasting life).
All of the children of God’s “family of champions” have stood upon His covenantal
promise. These champions of the faith selected above exemplified how our lives in this
world are purposed to receive and testify about God’s covenantal promise now
completed in Christ and producing fruit through “faith in Christ”.
NOTE: There are two options for using this lesson material:
1) Research each of these people and/or others to build a Bible study which points
to people who lived abundantly under God’s New Covenant (note: briefly review
the blessings/bonds and examples given above);
2) Add each of these examples of God’s family of champions to the end of the 7
lessons.
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Handout 1: “New Covenant Blessings/Bonds in Christ”
Study Goals: Training disciples of the Lord to be…
1) a people who believe in Jesus and follow Jesus;
2) a people who surrender their hearts to the new covenant and its blessings in
Christ..
Introduction: “New Covenant Blessings/Bonds through Christ” Bible Study
At the center of our faith journey with Christ in “Spirit & Truth” is a love for God and
others alive in our hearts. The Lord has revealed Himself to our hearts through
Scripture as both the Savior and Lord of our new lives found in Him. He has bound
(yoked) us to Himself through His first love with an unbreakable covenant written upon
our hearts so that we might be transformed into the image of Christ, full of “grace and
truth”. God’s love (1 John 4:7) and Truth (John 14:16-17) is bringing His lovingkindness (redemption) to bear upon His people and their Christ-centered relationships
with Him and others. God accomplishes this through the unbreakable bonds of a New
Covenant (agreement) forged in His perfect character and life. The Gospel Message
declares the coming of the New Covenant (Good News) and the eternal life it brings
through the finished work of Christ on the cross. This study’s purpose is to emphasize
the ways our hearts have been (are being) shaped through the New Covenant bonds so
that we will eventually (obediently) love God with our all from the heart.

God

“Raise the Bar”

self

others

Table: “Seven New Covenant Bonds”
Bond
1. Love

2. Sacrifice

From God
John 3:16,
15:9, 15:13

John 8:56,
10:11,
Romans 4:25
3.Faithfulness 2nd Timothy
2:13, John
6:38, 12:24
4. Mercy
Romans 6:23,
5:8, John 3:17

To God
John 8:43,
10:27, 17:23
Romans 12:1

To Others
Purpose
st
1 John 4:18, To join us to His love
John 15:12
described in 1st Cor.
13:4-7
Romans
To join us with His
12:10
grace and suffering

John 6:29,
Hebrews 11:6

Gal. 5:6, 6:2

To join us with the
perfect work of Christ

Proverbs 3:56, Romans

Matt. 6:1415, Gal. 6:1,

To join us with the
foundation of eternal
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5. Joy

6. Peace

7. Eternity

Luke 2:10,
Psalm 84:5,
30:5
Romans 5:1,
Jn. 12:9, Phil.
4:7
John 10:28,
6:68, 5:24,
17:3

8:28
Phil. 4:4

Hebrews
10:14, 4:16
Eccl. 3:11-14,
Job 19:25-29

6:10
2nd Peter 1:2,
1st Peter 1:34
2nd Cor. 5:1920

life
To join us every day
with the truth that
Jesus lives
To join us with God’s
work of reconciliation

1st Cor.
15:21, Eph.
1:19-20

To join us with the
Alpha and Omega;
Trinity

Lesson Notes:
There are questions at the end of every lesson in the “New Covenant Blessings/Bonds
through Christ” study guide to lead group discussions on the Scripture above.
Optional Lesson:
An optional lesson has been included which identifies these 7 eternal blessings/bonds
at work in the people of God’s taken from Hebrews chapter 11:
a. Enoch, a man who was totally devoted to God, trusted in God’s promise of
unbroken love (for creation);
b. Abraham, a man who forsook his homeland of idol worshippers, trusted in
God’s promise of a holy sacrifice;
c. Abel, a man who gave his firstfruits back to God, trusted in God’s promise of
unshakeable faithfulness;
d. Rahab, a prostitute who welcomed the Good News of the promised land,
trusted in God’s promise of unconditional mercy;
e. Sarah, who received a son from her barren womb, trusted in God’s promise of
great joy;
f. King David, who established the earthly kingdom of Israel, trusted in God’s
promise of unending peace;
g. Women, who receive back their dead raised to life again, trusted in God’s
promise of eternity (everlasting life).
These children of God stood upon God’s covenantal promise. These champions of the
faith selected above exemplified how our lives in this world are purposed to receive and
testify about God’s covenantal promise now completed in Christ and producing fruit
through “faith in Christ”.
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[Part B. Loving God with all our Soul (in Being)]
Introduction: “Our New Identity” Bible Study
At the center of our faith journey with Christ in “Spirit & Truth” is a love for God and
others alive in our inner being, souls saturated with the life of Christ. Scripture declares
in 2nd Cor. 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone
and the new has come!” What is the new identity for those who trust in Christ? The
new identity is founded, birthed and bathed in the “light, love and life” of Christ. Like a
newlywed bride given to the bridegroom, those made new in Christ are no longer living
to lift up their name (sinful identity) but rather to lift up their new name and household
(identity of righteousness and peace in Christ). The fruit of a faithful wedding comes
about as two become one. Similarly, but so much more glorious is the eternal fruit
which comes about when believers abandon themselves to the “name of the Lord”.
They submit their lives like their husband Jesus, to God’s family and glorious
household.
Each of the “new identity” lessons will present different aspects of “being” a new
creation within (souls of believers) so that the understanding of what God has done
through the revelation of Christ (Truth) and His presence within (Spirit) leads to a
greater level of love rising up (service and glory) to God.

God

“Raise the Bar”

self

others

The main goal for all “Call to Love” Bible studies is to “raise the bar”, as we “press on to
take hold of that which Jesus took hold of us (Phil. 3:12).” The “bar” we are raising as
Christ followers increases our ability to demonstrate “faith (in Christ) expressing itself in
love (Gal. 5:6)”. “Raising the bar” in this Bible study will focus on our new identity in
Christ and the change within which only occurs as faith yokes believers to Christ. As
we love God with all our soul, Christ builds us up in His “righteousness and peace”
despite our fallen, sin nature (old image). The power of His love overtakes the power of
sin in the lives of His faithful.
Study Goals: Training disciples of the Lord to be…
1) a people who believe in Jesus and follow Jesus;
2) a people who take hold of their new identity in Christ.
Prayer: Dear God, take our being and mold it into the image of Christ. Lead us to
discover our true identity found only in being yoked, inseparable soul mates of Christ…
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Outline for “Our New Identity” (Bible Study)
Unit 1 - New Identity “In the Life of Christ”;
Unit 2 - New Identity “In the Name of the Lord”;
Unit 3 - New Identity “In the Righteous Light of Christ”;
Unit 4 - New Identity “In the Royal Law”;
Unit 5 - New Identity “In the Family of God”;
Unit 6 - New Identity “In the Image of Christ”;
Unit 7 - New Identity “In the Spirit of Christ”;
Optional Lesson – Freedom in Christ.
Lesson Notations
The following images are used in lessons to refer to the God, self and others “raise the
bar” diagram:

God pours out to us…

we receive and respond to God…

we share with others…
Note: When these images are displayed in the lessons, remind the students of these
phrases and reflect upon how the “Lover of our Soul” impacts us to “raise the bar” in our
ability to love God with all our souls.
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<Unit 1 – New Identity in Christ>

Scripture declares in 2nd Cor. 5:17 “We’re a new creation in Christ,
the old has gone and the new has come!” Jesus, “the lover of our souls”, has captured
us through faith in Him. He has changed our identity to be “sons and daughters
(children)” of God. We are no longer identified by the first Adam (sin and death) but by
the second Adam and abundance through everlasting life in Christ.

Soul Proposal: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest.” (Matt. 11:28)
Soul Promise: “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his
compassions never fail. 23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”
(Lamentations 3:22-23)
Soul Time: “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping
his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:8-9)
(Note: No longer do our souls rest in our ability to obey the Law. Rather, they have
been captured by God’s promise and call to join the endless journey of faith in His Son.
God’s people desire everyone to have a change of “heart and mind” in regards to
knowing our true (soul) identity established in and through the Risen Christ.)
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Bound to the Heavenly Man: “For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but
to do the will of him who sent me.” (John 6:38)
Bound to the Heavenly Truth: “To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free.” (John 8:31-32)
Bound to the New Jerusalem: “I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.”
(Rev. 21:1)
(Note: Jerusalem means city of peace. Our new identity comes from knowing the
unchanging “peace and righteousness” of Christ. This knowledge of Christ anchors our
soul to our new identity in Christ and empowers us to overcome all unrest in this world.)

Becoming Christ Conscious: ”Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” (Romans 12:2)
Becoming Love: “But when completeness comes, what is in part disappears.” (1st Cor.
13:10)
Becoming One Spiritual Body: “Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its
many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one
Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all
given the one Spirit to drink.” (1st Cor. 12:13-14)
(Note: God pours His redeeming “love and power” into all who have come home to
Father God through His Son, Jesus Christ. This blessing and empowerment of God’s
“power and love” propels His children into this world to tell His story of redeeming love.)

Believers have answered the call to find rest for their souls in the new
identity found in the One and only God who truly knows them as they are called to be
and are becoming. The world and the false “god(s) of this world” can hold nothing
against believers because they have been yoked to their new “Identity in Christ”.
-38-

(Version 3.0E)

To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions (can be co-mingled with lesson or discussed at end of lesson)

1. Describe how the Lord has proposed to His bride?
2. What kind of promises does God make to His betrothed (beloved)? (Romans
8:28, 8:34-35)
3. What power for our lives (identity) can come from knowing that on any given day
through God’s grace we can be impacted or impact others for eternity?

4. How do you see yourself bound to the One who came from heaven?
5. How has God bound you to His righteousness? How does our conscience work
for God’s good in our lives through this truth?
6. How does knowing our future impact the present?

7. How does having a clear conscience impact our relationship with God and
others?
8. How does God assist us in keeping a clear conscience?
9. What does unity in God’s “Spirit and Truth” look like? (Eph. 2:14-22)
Prayer: Dear God, lead us to be fully available to You in “Spirit and Truth” so we will
firmly take hold of our new identity in Christ...
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<Unit 2 – New Identity in the “Name of the Lord”>

Scripture emphasizes to us that we have been adopted into a new
family, the family of God. Once we were lost (bound to our earthly name), but now we
are found (bound to God’s heavenly name). As we see ourselves in our Heavenly
Father’s family, we see ourselves with Christ, seated on the throne. When we take hold
of our new identity in the “Name of the Lord”, we go beyond the limitations of our earthly
birth rights.

Name above all names: “Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him
the name that is above every name.” (Phil. 2:9)
Power in the Name: “The seventy-two returned with joy and said, ‘Lord, even the
demons submit to us in your name.’” (Luke 10:17)
Salvation’s Name: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
(Romans 10:13)
(Note: We have been adopted into a family from above whose Name is like none other
ever seen in humanity. The new family tree blossoming with “faith in Christ” has
attached “sons and daughters” to the God with whom nothing is impossible, even life
after death.)
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Accepting our Adopted Name: “He predestined us for adoption to sonship through
Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will--” (Eph. 1:5)
Bowing to the Name: “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth.” (Phil. 2:10)
Taking the Name: “Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit.’” (Acts 2:38)
(Note: As we take hold of the identity of the Name of the Lord: we are humbled knowing
that our birth into the family of God has been predestined and miraculously
accomplished despite our free, sinful will as the Holy Spirit has led us to repentance and
new life in Christ.)

Servants in the Name: “It was for the sake of the Name that they went out, receiving no
help from the pagans.” (3 John 7)
Asking in the Name: “And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father
may be glorified in the Son.” (John 14:13)
United in the Name: “I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no
divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.” (1st Cor.
1:10)
(Note: Our God is waiting for us to embrace the Name given to us. It is a Name
purchased with and shared through “the blood of Christ”. It is a Name whose family
emblem depicts both the crucifixion and resurrection.)

Believers have been called to take hold of their new identity as they’ve
been adopted into the family which bears the Name of the Lord. This world and the
god(s) of this world can’t withhold the eternal “blessings and truth” the Lord bestows
upon His children through the family name and their “Identity in the Name” which
connects them to God’s Holy Family.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions (can be co-mingled with lesson or discussed at end of lesson)

1. How do you view the Name of the Lord?
2. Is there any other name worthy of giving ourselves to?
3. Have you witnessed the power of His Name? How?

4. Why is it so important for everyone to bow before the Name of the Lord?
5. Have you entered into a personal relationship with Christ through His Name?
Are you living in the power of His Name, the power of the Holy Spirit? If not, start
believing you are a “son or daughter” of God every time you pray. Go to God
starting at this place in prayer and witness how your faith life changes.

6. Discuss the connection between the Name of the Lord and Romans 8:17?
7. Discuss how eagerly expecting and acting upon this expectation shared in
Romans 8:19 changes the way we approach our new name?
Prayer: Dear God, You are a “Good Father”. Continue to bring us greater revelation of
our new identity in Your “Holy Name”, Your fame and Your power so we may bring glory
to You...
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<Unit 3 – New Identity in the “Righteous Light of Eternity”>

The Gospel declares that through faith, we have been given the
righteousness of Christ. His righteousness illuminates His eternal path for us to follow
(walk along). It’s the path of the Kingdom of God (eternity) being near and arriving
soon. Our new identity in the righteousness of Christ, leads us to regularly encounter
God’s presence in our lives, His presence leads us and perfects us (in Christ).

Holiness of God: “"Who is like You among the gods, O LORD? Who is like You,
majestic in holiness, Awesome in praises, working wonders?” (Exodus 15:11)
Righteousness of God: “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God.” (2nd Cor. 5:21)
Justice of God: “The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are just; A God of
faithfulness and without injustice, Righteous and upright is He.” (Duet. 32:4)
(Note: The righteousness light of eternity faithfully leads God’s children to their
inheritance. Through the blood of Christ, they are guaranteed that they will make it all
the way home, to “heaven on earth”. Notice in the picture, there is only one set of
footprints in the sand NOT two. We have been grafted into the “righteousness of
Christ”, this is our identity, being like Christ.)
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Act Justly: “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require
of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:8)
Become Love: “Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.” (1st Cor. 13:6)
Glorify God: “In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matt. 5:16)
(Note: As we take hold of the identity of the “righteous light of eternity”, our strength is
found in the truth about Christ and His new direction for our lives.)

View Creation under a New Light: “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.” (Phil. 4:8)
Lift Up the Sword of Truth: “Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God.” (Eph. 6:17)
Be like Christ: “"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free.” (Luke 4:18)
(Note: “Sons and daughters”, children of God have been given a new home, the home
of righteousness. As they journey home led by the righteous light of eternity, they
journey as ambassadors who are commanded to be the body of Christ to the world.
This is how the righteous light of eternity identifies the children of God, especially now.)

Believers have been called to take hold of their new identity as they’ve
been adopted into the family of God which follows the righteous light of eternity. This
world can’t hold back God’s children of righteousness from their appointed homecoming
because of the new “Identity in the Righteous Light of Eternity” they have been yoked
with.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions (can be co-mingled with lesson or discussed at end of lesson)

1. God is high above and yet in Christ very present, how do you connect with His
presence?
2. How has the blood of Christ brought us the gift of righteousness?
3. When did you exchange your unrighteousness for God’s righteousness? If you
haven’t already do it now by faith…

4. What does it look like to be led by a Micah 6:8 light in your daily life?
5. Can God’s love be separated from His truth? How are we led to become love
knowing this?

6. How does looking for the light of Christ (redemption) change the way we look at
the darkness around us?
7. Do you live with a confrontation first or humility first attitude? Which do you think
is more biblical? Why?
8. Are you becoming “salt and light”, a CHRISTian to the world?
Prayer: Dear God, through Your Son You illuminate the Way of Eternal Life. Keep our
feet firmly planted on Your righteous path as our new identity as children of the Light
leads us to walk with You and share Your “Good News”...
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<Unit 4 – New Identity in the “Spirit of the Law”>

The Gospel declares that through faith, we have been given a new
heart which connects us with God and His desire to reach “the least, the last and the
lost”. The “Spirit of the Law” is God’s unconditional love which has attached us to Him.
Our new identity in the “love of Christ”, leads us to regularly drink from His overflowing
fount and freely share what we have freely received from our Father.

Eternal Spirit: “Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface
of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” (Genesis 1:2)
Eternal Freedom: “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom.” (2nd Cor. 3:17)
Eternal Peace: “Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am
sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
(John 20:21-22)
(Note: The One who has given us a new identity in the “Spirit of the Law” is: “God the
Eternal Spirit”; the only true “God of Freedom” who brings His everlasting peace, eternal
rest to His children.)
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Heart for God: “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from
you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.” (Ezekiel 36:26)
Love for God: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your strength.” (Deut. 6:5)
Love for others: “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends.” (John 15:13)
(Note: When we receive God’s “Spirit of the Law” within: our hearts are made new to
receive the new life God gives us. Every day God lavishes the “love of Christ” upon us.
Every day we have the opportunity to live our lives focused on Christ’ example of giving
rather than receiving as we surrender to the “love of Christ”.)

Conduit for Charity: “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)
Fruit of Charity: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no
law.” (Gal. 5:22-23)
Focus of Charity: “For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us
power, love and self-discipline. 8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord
or of me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of
God.” (2nd Timothy 1:7-8)
(Note: “Sons and daughters” of God have been given the greatest gift, eternal life and
the “Giver of life”, the Holy Spirit. This new identity leads God’s “sons and daughters” to
walk and flow in His “Spirit of Charity”. God’s charity, “peace and freedom” moves
forward as His children take hold of their true identity in the “Spirit of the Law”.)

Believers have been called to take hold of their new identity as they’ve
been adopted into the family of God and follow the “Spirit of the Law”. This world can’t
hold back God’s unconditional love and ‘Way of Love’ from the children of God because
of their new “Identity in the Spirit of the Law” they have been joined with.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions (can be co-mingled with lesson or discussed at end of lesson)

1. God is tenacious in His unconditional love for us.
presented God’s tenacity?

How has this section

2. Why did Christ have to bring His peace to Hs disciples before He could send
them out with the power of the Gospel (Acts 1:8)? How does being convinced
verses not being convinced impact your follow through?

3. What has God purposed to reside in our hearts? What precedes us being able to
love others?
4. What is the difference between being led by the Law verses led by love?
5. Jesus surrendered His life to the cross? What do we surrender our lives to?

6. People watch how we carry ourselves. How do you carry yourself as a child of
God who is unconditionally loved? Do people see this or something else?
7. God’s always looking for internal fruit first. Share how the fruit of the Spirit,
changed how you interacted with someone this past week? Where does the
power to be a CHRISTian come from?
Prayer: Dear God, Your Law perfected through Your Son defines who we are. As we
embrace our new identity in the “Spirit of the Law”, empower us to demonstrate Your
“charity and unconditional love” to others...
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<Unit 5 – New Identity in the “Family of God”>

The Gospel declares that through faith, we have been joined with
(adopted into) a new family as our “family of origin” becomes secondary to our faith,
“Family of God”. Our new identity as “sons and daughters” in our new family, places us
in a new home under the leadership of our “Heavenly Father”.

Holy Community: “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that
moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with
him I am well pleased.” (Matt. 3:16-17)
Visible Community: “In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at
many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his
Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the
universe.” (Hebrews 1:1-2)
Growing Community: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
(Note: The one true God, “Father, Son and Holy Spirit” who abide in “Holy Communion”
join His children to Himself through “faith in Christ”. This is the new family, family of
God, which believers see themselves coming from with their new (true) identity.)
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Unity of Family: “For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these
members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one
body, and each member belongs to all the others.” (Romans 12:4-5)
Love within Family: “Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be
devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.” (Rom. 12:9-10)
Grace for Family: “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of
yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in
accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you.” (Romans 12:3)
(Note: These common features make the face of God visible to the world as we take on
His unity, love and grace. All growth in God’s “Word and Spirit” is purposed to increase
the fellowship between God and humanity, the family He is calling to Himself.)

Submitted to His Spirit: “So it is written: "The first man Adam became a living being";
the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.” (1st Cor. 15:45)
Renewed to Serve: “So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view.
Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.” (2 Cor. 5:16)
Determined to Obey: “For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one
died for all, and therefore all died.” (Phil. 2 Cor. 5:14)
(Note: Our new identity within the “Family of God” leads “sons and daughters” to colabor with Christ in “Spirit and Truth”. Our souls have been reconciled to God. As we
look upon others from a heavenly perspective, we are determined to love them to the
cross where souls are redeemed.)

Believers aren’t limited by their family of origin. Rather, they receive a
new identity from the “Family of God”. God’s “sons and daughters” fellowship with Him
in “grace, love and the Holy Spirit and the world can’t separate them from God’s family
because of the new “Identity in the Family of God” they have been yoked with.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions (can be co-mingled with lesson or discussed at end of lesson)

1. What other verses talk about the family fellowship of the Trinity? (1st John 1:3)
2. How do we see God through the prophets and His Son?
3. God’s children are not born with the physical characteristics of a physical blood
but from a spiritual bloodline. How does God’s power accomplish this?

4. Only God can unite diversity into one eternal family. What is the eternal purpose
we all belong to? (John 4:23)
5. What moves us to live selfless lives? (1st John 4:20)
6. What does true humility look like to God? What did Jesus do as He humbled
himself to God?

7. What kind of life did Adam lose which Jesus restored for all believers? How do
we submit ourselves (souls) to this “new life”?
8. God’s children think and behave different than the world. How and why?
Prayer: Dear God, You have adopted us into the “Family of God”. As we see ourselves
as “sons and daughters” unite us with our new family and lead us to tell others about the
fellowship You make available to all in grace, love and the Holy Spirit...
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<Unit 6 – New Identity in the “Image of Christ”>

The Gospel declares that through faith, we have been yoked (tied)
to Christ. Jesus described His way of living in faith as simply doing what He saw the
Father doing. Our new identity in the “Image of Christ” leads us to live as Jesus did. By
doing so we testify that Jesus makes God visible to all believers and leads them to
become image bearers of our “Heavenly Father”.

Seeing God: “Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been
among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can
you say, ‘Show us the Father’?” (John 14:9)
Knowing the Father: “If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now
on, you do know him and have seen him.” (John 14:7)
Being Made into His Image: “Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the
works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am
going to the Father.” (John 14:12)
(Note: Jesus has made God the Father visible to the world and joins us to God the
Father through “faith in Christ”. Our new identity found in the “Image of Christ” enables
us to “see and know God” and to do what we see Jesus doing.)
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Be the Mercy of Christ: “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your
true and proper worship.” (Romans 12:1)
Be the Love of Christ: “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends.” (John 15:13)
Be the Spirit of Christ: “So it is written: "The first man Adam became a living being"; the
last Adam, a life-giving spirit.” (1st Cor. 15:45)
(Note: To be made into the “image of Christ” is to become a lifelong friend of God, by
sharing a common interest. God’s friends are sent into this world as ambassadors to
represent what the Apostle Paul spoke of in 2nd Cor. 13:14 “May the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”)

Becoming Faith to Others: “It gave me great joy when some believers came and
testified about your faithfulness to the truth, telling how you continue to walk in it.” (3
John 3)
Becoming Hope to Others: “To them God has chosen to make known among the
Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
(Colossians 1:27)
Becoming Love to Others: “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not
love does not know God, because God is love.” (1 John 4:7-8)
(Note: Our new identity in the “Image of Christ” is meant to give a tangible witness to the
world of the goodness of God and the joining of our souls with the life of Christ.)

Believers surrender to God’s faithful work of molding them into the
“image of Christ”. This world can’t stop God’s faithful work of making His children
Christ-like and molding them into their new “Identity in the Image of Christ”.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions (can be co-mingled with lesson or discussed at end of lesson)

1. Have believers seen God? How do you defend a “yes” answer to this question?
2. How do believers know God? What did Jesus say about himself in Matt. 5:17?
3. How can we tell if our new identity is taking hold of our lives?

4. What does it mean to “be” the mercy of Christ?
5. What does it mean to “be” the love of Christ?
6. What does it mean to “be” the spirit of Christ?

7. How do we bring the hope of Christ to our community?
8. How do we bring the truth of Christ to our community?
9. How do we bring the love of Christ to our community?

Prayer: Dear God, You are molding us into the image of Christ. You see us as “sons
and daughters” made in the “image of Christ”. Help us to see ourselves the way You do
so we might give a better witness to others about Your goodness and grace...
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<Unit 7 – New Identity in the “Spirit of Christ”>

The Gospel declares that through faith, we receive the Holy Spirit
and in Him “we live and breathe and have our being”. Jesus described His way of living
in faith as simply doing what He saw the Father doing. Our new identity in the “Image of
Christ” leads us to live as Jesus did. By doing so we testify that Jesus makes God
visible to all believers and leads them to become image bearers of our “Heavenly
Father”.

In the Beginning: “Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the
surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” (Gen. 1:2)
God is Spirit: “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth."
(John 4:24)
Children of the Father: “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” (John 14:18)
(Note: At the center of who we are is a new identity founded in the “Spirit of Christ”
because God is Spirit. Our new identity calls us to not be afraid of what we don’t see
with our eyes because the eyes of our heart have been opened by the “Spirit of Christ”
to the revelation of a loving Father who is sovereign over ALL things.)
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Centered in Christ: ““For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your
own poets have said, 'We are his offspring.'” (Acts 17:28)
Walking with Christ: “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.”
(Galatians 5:25)
Filled with Christ: “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be
filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18)
(Note: Our new identity in the “Spirit of Christ” is one of living vibrantly in the Holy Spirit.
Christ ascended so we all wouldn’t have to schedule an appointment to see Him faceto-face. Instead, Jesus lives inside us now as the Holy Spirit has come freely to us
through the blood sacrifice of Christ for all believers.)

Seeing with the Eyes of Christ: “Jesus gave them this answer: "Very truly I tell you, the
Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because
whatever the Father does the Son also does.” (John 5:19)
Imitators of the Faithful: “You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed
the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.” (1st
Thessalonians 1:6)”
Planting and Watering: “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been
making it grow.” (1st Cor. 3:6)
(Note: Our new identity in the “Spirit of Christ” has given us spiritual eyes to see what
God sees, the determination to follow the example of the faithful starting with the Lord
and the Gospel work of “planting and watering” the “Word of Life”.)

Believers walk in the “Spirit of Christ” as “new creations” to be Jesus to
others. This world without Christ is spiritually dead/blind but God has given His children
a spirit of “power, love and a sound mind“ to be yoked with. The Spirit equips us in
every way, including understanding Scripture (Truth) so they can be ministers of
reconciliation.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions (can be co-mingled with lesson or discussed at end of lesson)

1. Who is Sovereign over creation? What does “God is Spirit” mean to you?
2. Who was there over creation before the Word was spoken?
3. How do we take hold of God’s inspired Word in our hearts?

4. What does it mean to “be” centered in the Spirit of Christ?
5. What does it mean to “be” with Jesus in Spirit all the time?
6. What does it mean to “be” the filled with the Spirit of Christ?

7. The Bible says when Jesus died on the cross the veil was torn in the temple.
How do we see / encounter the presence of God now?
8. Explain the difference between walking in legalism and walking in faith led by the
Spirit of Grace? Does Jesus want us to be experience what His disciples
experienced?
Prayer: Dear God, You are living in us through the Spirit of Christ. Help us to take hold
of the blessing of a life made full by Your Spirit. Lead us in freedom to “be” Your
favorite “sons and daughters”, to “be” Your joy. Lead us to “become” love and live as
Jesus and His first disciples did...
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<Optional Unit – Freedom in Christ>
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves
be burdened again by a yoke of slavery (Gal. 5:1).”
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the
new is here (2nd Cor. 5:17)!”
1. Discuss the great change and freedom found in identifying with our new “Life in
Christ”. What does it mean to be completely forgiven and new in Christ?
2. Discuss the great change and freedom found in identifying with the “Name of the
Lord” first and foremost and our “family of origin” name second. What does it
mean to take hold of the highest reputation found in the Lord’s name?
3. Discuss the great change and freedom found in identifying with our new Godgiven home; the place know as Christ’ house of righteousness, the “righteous
light of Christ”. What does it mean to walk in the light of Christ (be at home
wherever we go)?
4. Discuss the great change and freedom found in identifying with our new direction
from our King, “to love God and others”. How are all our “thoughts, words and
deeds” being directed by this new direction? Is it legalism or freedom in His love
and power?
5. Discuss the great change and freedom found in identifying with our new “Family
of God” and community we have become a part of. What does it mean to live
joined by faith with the Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) and other believers?
6. Discuss the great change and freedom found in identifying with our new (true)
self, made in the “image of Christ”. What is the difference between carrying the
weight of trying to project an image versus surrendering to becoming the image
God created us for?
7. Discuss the great change and freedom found in identifying with our new power
base for life. How does approaching all things with the power given us through
the blood of Jesus enable us to overcome whatever comes our way knowing we
possess the power to never be defeated by sin (experience eternal death)?
Our new identity given to us through the Gospel Message, a message of “love
and power” changes everything about our lives as we trust in Christ.
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Handout 2: “New Identity in Christ”
Study Goals: Training disciples of the Lord to be…
1) a people who believe in Jesus and follow Jesus;
2) a people who take hold of their new identity in Christ.
Introduction: “New Identity in Christ” Bible Study
At the center of our faith journey with Christ in “Spirit & Truth” is a love for God and
others alive in our inner being (souls). Scripture declares in 2nd Cor. 5:17 “Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone and the new has come!”
What is the identity of this new creation in Christ? Our new identity is founded, birthed
and bathed in the “light, love and life” of Christ. Like a newlywed bride given to the
bridegroom, those made new in Christ are no longer living only for themselves but
rather for their new name and household. The fruit of a faithful wedding comes about
as two become one. Similarly, but so much more glorious is the eternal fruit which
comes about as believers abandon themselves to the “love of Christ” and become
servants like their husband Jesus, to God’s grace (the household of Christ).
Each of the “new identity” lessons presented will discuss different aspects of “being” a
new creation in “will, heart and mind (soul)” so that believers may better understand the
life change within and without that accompanies the revelation of Christ.

God

“Raise the Bar”

self

others

Table: “Seven Realities of New Identity in Christ”
Bond
1. Life of Christ
2. Name of the Lord

From God
Matt. 11:28,
Lam. 3:22-23
Phil. 2:9,

To God
John 6:28,
8:31-32
Eph. 1:5,

To Others
Rom. 12:2,
1 Cor. 13:10
3 John 7,

3.Righteousness of
Christ

Luke 10:17
Exodus 15:11,
2 Cor. 5:21

Phil. 2:10
Micah 6:8,
Matt. 5:16

John 14:13
Phil. 4:8,
Eph. 6:17
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4. Royal Law of
Christ
5. Family of God

6. Image of Christ

7. Spirit of Christ

Genesis 1:2,
2 Cor. 3:17
Matt. 3:16-17,
Heb. 1:1-2,
Acts 1:8
John 14:7,
14:9, 14:12

Ez. 36:26,
John 15:13
Rom. 12:4-5,
12:9-10, 12:3

Rom.12:1,
John 15:13, 1
Cor. 15:45
Gen. 1:2, John Acts 17:28,
4:24, 14:18
Gal. 5:25,
Eph. 5:18

John 15:5, Gal.
5:22-23, 2 Tim.
1:7-8
1 Cor. 15:45,
Phil. 4:8,9
3 John 3, Col.
1:27, 1 John 4:78
John 5:19,
1 Thess. 1:6,

Lesson Notes:
There are questions at the end of every lesson in the “New Identity in Christ” study
guide to lead group discussions on the Scripture above.
An additional Lesson:
An additional has been included which emphasizes how our new identity in Christ
has given us extraordinary freedom in being a child (son or daughter) of God.
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[Part C. Loving God with all our Mind (in Purpose)]
Introduction: “King and Kingdom Minded” Bible Study
At the center of our faith journey with Christ in “Spirit & Truth” is a love for God and
others alive in our “thoughts and purpose” (mind) as we follow His Kingdom ways. As
we take hold of the life of “faith in Christ” and God’s “Call to Love”, we have embraced
the journey of growing in the knowledge of our King and His Kingdom (2nd Sam. 7:1112, John 14:1-3) who/which shall exist for all eternity. As Christians we believe that we
come to know God through His Son, King Jesus (John 14:6). Jesus shared these
words with His disciples in John 14:9 after Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and
that will be enough for us.” Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I
have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”
As we learn about our King in the upcoming lessons, the Scriptures will reveal Jesus to
us just like they did with His first disciples. The first section “King of kings” connects the
eight “I Am” statements recorded in the Gospel of John with Old Testament names of
Yahweh for the purpose of giving us eight viewpoints into the Lordship of the Father and
the Son who are One in both purpose (Rom. 8:28) and substance (1st John 4:8). The
second section “Kingdom Minded” joins some of the Lord’s parables from the Gospels
for the purpose of introducing what it’s like to live under Grace and King Jesus in God’s
Kingdom.

God

“Raise the Bar”

self

others

The purpose for all “Call to Love” Bible studies is to “raise the bar” of loving God and
others, as we “press on to take hold of that which Jesus took hold of us (Phil. 3:12).”
We “raise the bar” as Christ followers by learning about and demonstrating “faith in
Christ” expressing itself through love (Gal. 5:6). As our personal relationship with Christ
the King grows, our confidence in Him will increase our expression of His love as we
dwell in His Kingdom.
Study Goals: Training disciples of the Lord to be…
1) a people who believe in Jesus and follow Jesus;
2) a people who fix their eyes on the Lord of lords and King of kings.
Prayer: Lord, take our minds and renew/wash them in the knowledge of the King and
the keys, teachings of Christ You have given us, so that Your bride may serve You as
You desire in Your house and witness Your Kingdom come…
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Outline for “King of kings” and “Kingdom Minded” (Bible Studies)
Section 1– King of kings (Lordship / “I am” in NT joined with Yahweh name in OT)
Unit 1 – The Way, Truth and Life (NT) – The Lord my Sanctifier (OT);
Unit 2 – The Light of the World (NT) – The Lord my Banner (OT);
Unit 3 – The Gate for the Sheep (NT) – The Lord my Righteousness (OT);
Unit 4 – The Good Shepherd (NT) – The Lord my Shepherd (OT);
Unit 5 – The Resurrection and the Life (NT) – The Lord my Peace (OT);
Unit 6 – The Bread of Life (NT) – The Lord my Provider (OT);
Unit 7 – The True Vine (NT) - The Lord my Life/”Body of Christ” (OT);
Unit 8 – The Everlasting Presence (NT) – The Lord my Rest (OT);
Optional Unit (Psalm 119) – King Jesus our “Living Hope (Word Fulfilled)”.
Section 2 - Kingdom Minded (Parables detailing the “Spirit of the Law”)
Unit 1 – Kingdom Seed (The Sower)
Unit 2 – Kingdom Treasure (The Pearl / Hidden Treasure)
Unit 3 – Kingdom Justice (The Workers in the Vineyard)
Unit 4 – Kingdom Compassion (The Good Samaritan)
Unit 5 – Kingdom Righteousness (The Pharisee and Tax Collector)
Unit 6 – Kingdom Faithfulness (The Ten Virgins)
Unit 7 – Kingdom Stewardship (The Talents)
Unit 8 – Kingdom Judgment (The Rich Man and Lazarus)
Unit 9 – Kingdom Persistence (The Persistent Widow)
Unit 10 – Kingdom Forgiveness (The Unmerciful Servant)
Optional Unit (Matt. 6:9-15) – The Lord’s (Kingdom) Prayer (Model)”.
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These lessons assist us in learning how to love God by being “King & Kingdom” focused
as we walk as Jesus did. We learn to “stop and consider” the presence of our “King
and His Kingdom” within us each day (1st Cor. 2:16). We become prepared for God to
stop us and re-direct our “thoughts, words and deeds” at different times during the day
as the Spirit leads.
Lesson Notations
The following images are used in lessons to refer to the God, self and others “raise the
bar” diagram:

God pours out to us…

we receive and respond to God…

we share with others…

Note: These images will remind you to use these phrases in your discussions as you go
through the lessons and reflect upon how the King/”Lordship of Christ” impacts us using
the “raise the bar” diagram.
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Section I. King of kings

<Unit 1 – King of kings, “The Way, the Truth and the Life”>

King Jesus came into this world to reveal the straight and narrow,
how to walk with our God along His path of eternity. Unlike Adam who fell into sin and
led humanity into poverty (eternal death), King Jesus took the world’s sin upon Himself
and leads humanity to abundant life (eternal life). When we place our faith in our King
and His Kingdom, we are placed on the path of God’s eternal “Way, Truth and Life”.

The Lord My Sanctifier (Yahweh Maccaddesheem)
Holy Father: “Who among the gods is like you, O Lord? Who is like you majestic in
holiness…in your strength you will guide them to your holy dwelling.” (Ex. 15:11, 13)
Righteous Son: “Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me. If you really know me, you will know my Father
as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” (John 14:6-7)
Righteous Branch: “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in
the land.” (Jeremiah 23:5)
“For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and
Overseer of your souls.” (1st Peter 2:25)
(Note: God extends His sanctification to us through the holy life and righteous way of
His Son, King Jesus who make us one with the Father by “grace through faith”.)
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Receive King Jesus and be Received in God’s Holy House
Receive His Name: “He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will
establish the throne of his kingdom forever.” (2nd Samuel 7:13)
Receive His Inheritance: “My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would
I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may
be where I am.” (John 14:2-3)
Enter into His Priesthood: “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called
you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” (1st Peter 2:9-10)
(Note: All who receive Christ the King, shall receive His righteousness and follow His
straight path, eternal “Way, Truth and Life”.)

Following King Jesus and the “Straight and Narrow”
Homeward Bound: Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.” (John
14:23)
John 15:14-15 “You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you
servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have
called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to
you.
1st John 2:6 “Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.”
(Note: As we follow King Jesus, we learn to follow His example of lovingly obeying
God, building God honoring, grace-based relationships and testifying to the goodness of
God.)

Believers have been called to focus their attention on the path Christ
has paved for God’s redeemed so that their renewed minds (in Christ) will lead them to
follow the “straight and narrow” path, the example that the Lord demonstrated of “faith
expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6).
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. What has King Jesus revealed to us that directs us towards the holiness of God?
2. Whose righteousness keeps us on the “straight and narrow” of the “Way, Truth
and Life”?

3. What incentives (promises) has God given to us as He prepares His people for
heaven through His “Way, Truth and Life”? (Note: Like the Proverbs but greater
than wisdom itself)

4. What demonstrates to the Lord that we truly love Him?
5. What does the Lord want to share with us?
6. How do we truly live with King Jesus? (1st John 2:6 - “Call to Love”…)
Prayer: King Jesus ---- You are the “Way, Truth and Life”. Lead us to follow Your path,
the path You pioneered through the Cross, the Way which brings eternal glory to God...
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<Unit 2 – King of kings, “The Light of the World”>

King Jesus came into this world to reveal the true light of Life,
greater than any physical light. Since the fall of humanity, there has been a great love
for darkness and lesser lights. King Jesus came to shine God’s eternal Light above all
lesser lights and to teach us the Truth which gives us victory over (freedom from) sin.
The “Light of the World” illuminates darkened “hearts and minds” and shines the light of
Christ upon God’s Word for us to know Him and follow Him.

The Lord My Banner (Yahweh Nissi)
Eternal Light: “The sun will no more be your light by day, nor will the brightness of the
moon shine on you, for the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your
glory. 20 Your sun will never set again, and your moon will wane no more; the LORD will
be your everlasting light, and your days of sorrow will end.” (Isaiah 60:19-20)
City Light: “The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of
God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.” (Rev. 21:23)
Rescuing Light: “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us
into the kingdom of the Son he loves” (Col. 1:13)
(Note: Our Heavenly Father illuminates darkened “hearts and minds” and brings life to
His holy nation as He shines His everlasting light through King Jesus who brings glory
to God the Father.)
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Step into the Light of the World
Eternal Truth: “Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life.” (John 6:68)
Saving Light: “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life’.”
(John 8:12)
Illuminating God’s Will: “I have loved you with an everlasting love.” Jeremiah 31:3
(Note: We have stepped into our Father’s holy light given off by His Son like a neon
sign. King Jesus has revealed God’s everlasting will for His people of faith.)

King Jesus shines His Light through us
Light to the world: "You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be
hidden.” (Matt. 5:14)
Giving Testimony: “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge
before my Father in heaven.” (Matt. 10:32)
Powerful Testimony: “So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me
his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God.” (2nd
Timothy 1:8)
(Note: His light is a beacon leading us out of darkness and a banner which reads: Trust
in Christ and hear these words “well done good and faithful servant” as you enter into
paradise, heaven.)

Believers have been called to position their attention using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their renewed minds (in Christ) lead them
away from the lesser lights into the Lord’s Light (Truth) and demonstrations of “faith
expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6).
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. What is greater than the lights in our sky?
2. In God’s “city of light” what will be shining at its center? In the hearts of its
people?

3. As we journey in this life to Zion, what is God revealing to us about His truth?
His salvation? His will?

4. For many people, we are the only Bible they read. How important is it that we
learn how to walk as Jesus did? How do we do this?
5. What two things are God’s people called to demonstrate which Jesus
demonstrated as we saw His faith alive on earth?
6. Who is always there with us to defend our faith?
7. Where do we worship God? Only at church?
Prayer: King Jesus ---- You are the “Light of the World”. You wave the banner of God
over our heads. Lead us to shine Your light in this world where ever we go...
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<Unit 3 – King of kings, “The Gate for the sheep”>

King Jesus came into this world to fulfill all righteousness and
holiness required to open up for God’s people the only entrance into eternal life. King
Jesus has finished this work offering rest to believers as He stands at the gate for all
who by faith enter into His fields of grace and eternal life. The “Gate for the sheep” is
the righteousness of Christ and all who have entered through this gate are clothed in
the King’s righteousness for both this life and the life to come.

The Lord My Righteousness (Yahweh TsidKenu)
Eternal Righteousness: “Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no
end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of
the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.” (Isaiah 9:7)
Righteous Judge: “For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the
man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the
dead." (Acts 17:31)
Gate of Righteousness: “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep…I am the gate;
whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find
pasture.” (John 10:7, 9)
(Note: Both the reward and the way into eternal righteousness have been established
through the cross. We can drop off our sins at the cross and enter into God’s eternal
righteousness or suffer judgment for our prideful unwillingness to acknowledge that we
need a “Savior and Lord”, a King to lead us away from our trespasses against God. For
now, the faithful remain in this fallen world but not of it as they come in and go out.)
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The Lamp of Righteousness
Righteous Call: “He did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to
be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.” (Romans 3:26)
Righteous Response: “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does
the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your
God.” (Micah 6:8)
(Note: For all eternity Jesus shall shine the light of God’s righteousness and we are
called to respond to God’s justice manifested in Christ at the cross by letting the light of
Christ shine through us as we “act justly, love mercy and walk humbly” with our God.)

Loose the chains of injustice
Acts of Righteousness: “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains
of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every
yoke? 7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer
with shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away from your
own flesh and blood? 8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your
healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of
the LORD will be your rear guard.” (Isaiah 58:6-8)
True Religion: “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to
look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted
by the world.” (James 1:27)
(Note: Our acts of righteousness point to the finished work of Christ on the cross and
the power of the blood of Christ which sets the captives free from sin and its power.)

Believers have been called to position their attention using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their renewed minds (in Christ) lead them
walk with the Lord’s “coat of righteousness”, like Jacob’s coat of many colors (his
father’s favor) and demonstrate “faith expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6).
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. What stands in great contrast to self-righteousness?
2. Who stands between sinful man and a holy God?

3. Rather than judgment what is God’s will for mankind?
4. What life saving action in the heart of man does God want to occur in response
to the finished work of Christ?
5. Does a heart of faith produce signs of the inward work of faith in Christ? What
does Micah 6:8 declare that these signs will look like?

6. True religion in James eyes helps who? It is not self serving…
7. If sin is the enemy of mankind and Christ has defeated this enemy, then how are
believers called to carry His victory forward from the cross?
Prayer: King Jesus ---- You are the “Gate for the sheep” and stand between us and a
holy God. Draw us to Your righteousness and lead us in sharing Your victory which
sets the captives free...
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<Unit 4 – King of kings, “The Good Shepherd”>

King Jesus came into this world to guide God’s people into safe
pastures. The “Good Shepherd” has given His life for His sheep. He calls us to follow
Him in doing what is right. He gives us a message to share of how we got rescued from
rather than condemned by our sin. He snatched us from the pit with His staff.

The Lord My Shepherd (Yahweh Roi)
Shepherd’s Pasture: “And they will go to others and say, ‘I have sinned, I have
perverted what is right, but I did not get what I deserved. 28 God has delivered me from
going down to the pit, and I shall live to enjoy the light of life.’” (Job 33:27-28)
Shepherd’s Reach: “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I
give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my
hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch
them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one." (John 10:27-30)
Shepherd’s Staff: “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep.” (John 10:11)
(Note: Both the Father and the Son, the Light and Lamp of Truth, keep God’s people
safe from the wages of sin which is death and lead them to abundant life, green
pastures.)
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He Lifted Me
Rescued: “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he
leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds
it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home.” (Luke
15:5-6a)
Recovered: “Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it
on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 1:6)
Fenced/hemmed in by Hope: “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he
who promised is faithful.” (Heb. 10:23)
“You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me.” (Psalm 139:5)
(Note: All who follow the Good Shepherd hold firmly to the rescue, recovery and living
hope found only in Christ. Although there are giants in this land, our future is bright
because of the favor we possess in King Jesus.)

Fields of Grace
Living Epistles: “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and
good deeds.” (Heb. 10:24)
Carrying Other’s Burdens: “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the
law of Christ.” (Gal. 6:2)
Demonstrating What Really Counts: “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself
through love.” (Gal. 5:6)
(Note: We have all fallen short of fulfilling the Law but Christ did it perfectly for us. Now
our God calls His people favored through faith in Christ to demonstrate grace through
acts of loving-kindness towards one another.)

Believers have been called to position their attention using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their renewed minds (in Christ) lead them
to follow the Lord’s Way of grace (and mercy) by demonstrating “faith expressing itself
through love” (Gal. 5:6).
To Reflect Upon:
-74-

(Version 3.0E)

God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. Is the church a museum of saints or a hospital for sinners?
2. All who are saved have been corralled by the Gospel. When did God’s voice
speak to your heart and call you to Himself?

3. With what does God lift humanity up? (Col. 1:27)
4. What three promises are found in these verses (John 3:16, Heb. 13:5, Phil. 1:6)?

5. What are we called to do while we graze in God’s fields of grace?
6. How has trying to love others through difficult times lead to spiritual growth?
Prayer: King Jesus ---- You are the “Good Shepherd” and have rescued our souls from
the pit of eternal judgment. Draw us to graze in Your fields of grace and lead us to join
You in Your “labor of love” which lifts others into Your Kingdom...
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<Unit 5 – King of kings, “The Resurrection and the Life”>

King Jesus came into this world to bring victory over sin and its
wages (death). The “Resurrection and Life” our King brought into this world as He rose
from the dead, gives us peace in the midst of the turbulent times (fallen world) we live
in. Through “faith in Christ”, we rest in God’s peace knowing that the tomb is empty and
draw on the power of His resurrection (victory over sin) daily.

The Lord My Peace (Yahweh Shalom)
Light of Peace: “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living
in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.” (Isaiah 9:2)
King of Peace: “Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who
believes in me will live, even though they die." (John 11:25)
Promise of Peace: “I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on
the earth. 26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 27 I
myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within
me!” (Job 19:25-27)
(Note: Blessed are the peacemakers, those who trust in and follow King Jesus who
made available to us the gift of peace with God which we witness at His resurrection for
living in the Kingdom of God today and forever.)
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Empowered by His Life
Resurrection Power: “And his incomparably great power for us who believe. That
power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms.” (Eph. 1:19-20)
Life-giving Spirit: “So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last
Adam, a life-giving spirit.” (1st Cor. 15:45)
Spirit Filled: “So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by
might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty.” (Zech. 4:6)
(Note: Our God is a “now” God and after Christ was resurrected, God sent the Spirit of
Christ, the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ. He desired that His people would know
and experience His resurrected life even now within our dying bodies through His
eternal, unbreakable peace.)

Ministers of Peace (Reconciliation)
A Royal Priesthood: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The
old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” (2 Cor. 5:17-18)
Ruled by His Peace: “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of
one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.” (Col. 3:15)
Sharing His Peace: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27)
(Note: Jesus didn’t come to take us out of this world but He came to overcome this
world and give us His victory, eternal peace with God.)

Believers have been called to position their attention using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their renewed minds (in Christ) lead them
to draw strength from the Lord’s resurrection (His peace) and demonstrate “faith
expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6).
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. Is the peace of Christ just an agreement or more?
2. What life did God always desire to share with His people? (His life)

3. How does God’s life (and peace) come to us?
4. How does God’s life (and peace) change us as we look to the resurrected Christ?

5. What is our new purpose in the resurrected life of Christ?
6. You can’t share what you don’t possess. Have you taken hold of the peace of
Christ? How does this change you and how you interact with other people?

Prayer: King Jesus ---- You are the “Resurrection and the Life”. You bought us the life
our Heavenly Father always desired for us to possess. Draw us into Your new life and
lead us to be peacemakers even in the midst of the evil of this world...
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<Unit 6 – King of kings, “The Bread of Life”>

King Jesus came into this world to provide His body, God’s people
with heavenly abundance and worldly provisions to send us out to reach (reconcile) this
world through His Living Manna (Word). The “Bread of Life” our King brings into this
world (the gift of eternal life) is consumed daily by all who trust in God’s promises. God
has given His Son’s life on the cross to us so that His people of faith would complete
their journey to Zion, His Holy city where there’s no sin and suffering, only abundance
and eternal life.

The Lord my Provider (Yahweh Jireh)
Rock of Provision: “So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this
day it is said, ‘On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.’” (Gen. 22:14)
Kingdom Storehouse: “David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly,
saying, ‘Praise be to you, LORD, the God of our father Israel, from everlasting to
everlasting. 11 Yours, LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the
majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, LORD, is
the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 12 Wealth and honor come from you; you
are the ruler of all things.’” (1 Chron. 29:10-12)
Storehouse Manager: “Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to
me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.’” (John 6:36)
(Note: God the Father directs His blessings to us through King Jesus beginning with the
gift of eternal life and being completed with His Kingdom come.
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Consuming Heavenly Manna
Our Daily Bread: “Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: ‘He
gave them bread from heaven to eat.” 32 Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly I tell you, it is
not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you
the true bread from heaven.’” (John 6:31-32)
Eternal Abundance: “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come
that they may have life, and have it to the full.” (John 10:10)
Receiving Strength: “He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the
weak. 30 Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 31 but
those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
(Isaiah 40:29-31)
(Note: All who consume the “Bread of Life” shall not grow weary but draw closer and
closer to God as they are lifted up by the winds of heaven, His Holy Spirit.)

Sharing His Message of Eternal / Abundant Life with the World
The Bread Shared: “For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the
will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none
of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the last day.” (John 6:38-39)
Unlimited Supply: “Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same
measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.” (Luke 6:38)
Shared Freely: “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have
no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without
cost.” (Isaiah 55:1)
(Note: The price has been paid, so now we share “The Living, Spirit Baked, Bread”
freely as Christ gives to us and directs us to share.)

Believers have been called to position their attention using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their renewed minds (in Christ) lead them
to receive the Lord’s provision and demonstrate “faith expressing itself through love”
(Gal. 5:6) as they complete their journey home (race of faith).
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. How does King Jesus bring us our daily bread? (John 4:23-24)
2. What is God’s purpose for His provision (blessings) He pours out to the subjects
(followers) of King Jesus? (John 17:1-2)

3. As we journey in this life to Zion, what promise has God made to His people in
regards to the provision of His “Bread of Life”? (Isaiah 55:11)
4. Where is God’s greatest abundance kept for us? (1st Peter 1:3-4)

5. Through whom has King Jesus chosen to multiply His “Bread of Life” with the
world?
6. How do God’s people share the “Bread of Life” with the world?
7. Where are we being strengthened to go through the Bread of Life? (John 17:24)
Prayer: King Jesus ---- You are “The Bread of Life”. As we consume “The Bread of
Life” daily, lead us not to grow weary in sharing Your living bread with others...
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<Unit 7 – King of kings, “The True Vine”>

King Jesus came into this world to restore humanity and connect
God’s people to His Good Testimony and New Covenant. The “True Vine” is the body
of Christ which reaches across our world. As we remain in the promises of Christ, God
faithfully distributes through us His best (the Holy Spirit and the Gospel). Although we
live in the midst of “sin and suffering” (the grapes of wrath), the True Vine bears eternal
fruit (the grapes of eternal mercy).

The Lord my Life/”Body of Christ” (Yahweh Shammah)
Origin of Life: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth
was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of
God was hovering over the waters.” (Gen. 1:1-2)
Garden of Life: “Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was
walking in the garden in the cool of the day.” (Gen. 3:8)
Redeemed Life: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.” (John 15:1)
(Note: The one, true God who created everything for His good pleasure, restores and
manicures His crop of redeemed lives into His image through King Jesus who is the
“True Vine”, the Savior and Lord of creation. His presence in our circumstance
has/is/and shall make this happen.)
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Staying Connected
Powerful Promise: “My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one
can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” (John 10:29-30)
Powerful Love: “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)
Living for Eternity (God’s Pleasure): “Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch
can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you
remain in me.”
(John 15:4)
(Note: God, the Faithful Gardener, is working through King Jesus and His followers to
bear an eternal harvest through His Holy Spirit and the Gospel which flows like water
through the “True Vine” regardless of our individual circumstances or station in this life.)

Spirit-filled Living
Born of the Spirit: “Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God unless they are born again.” (John 3:3)
Walking in the Spirit: “So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of
the flesh.” (Gal. 5:16)
Signs of Spirit-filled Living: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things
there is no law.” (Gal. 5:22-23)
Unity of the Spirit: “If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a
part of it.” (1st Cor. 12:26-27)
(Note: King Jesus redeems believers through the Gospel and empowers them through
the Holy Spirit so that the True Vine, God’s expression of “Grace and its power”, will be
overflowing with His “Spirit of Charity”.)

Believers have been called to position their attention using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their renewed minds (in Christ) lead them
to be united with one purpose (bearing grapes of mercy) as they demonstrate “faith
expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6).
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. God’s Spirit/Life has been present with us since the beginning of creation. What
disconnected us and was needed to reconnect us to His Spirit? (Eph. 2:13)
2. God takes delight in His people and being with them (in the garden). From
where does eternal life for His redeemed flow? (John 15:1)

3. What is God’s promise to us?
4. What makes God’s promise unbreakable for us?
5. If we believe in God’s promise, how should we respond to God’s promise?
(Note: Married people stay at home; they don’t run around like single people.)

6. How is a person born of the Spirit into the Body of Christ? (Eph. 2:8)
7. How does life in the presence of the Holy Spirit change the Body of Christ?
Prayer: King Jesus ---- You are “The True Vine”. Uphold us as we remain in Your body
and lead us through Your life example and Holy Spirit presence to be God pleasers...
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<Unit 8 – King of kings, “The Everlasting Presence”>

King Jesus came into this world to bring rest to both Jew and
Gentile as He eternally binds them under the New Covenant with their ever-present
God. Similar to the commitment (covenant) God made to the Jewish people through
Moses to bring them through the wilderness to the Promised Land (Israel) and be
delivered from slavery; the new/greater commitment (covenant) in Christ brings the new
reality of eternal fellowship with God to bear upon His people.

The Lord my Rest (Yahweh Sabbaoth)
Eternal Plan: “The Lord appeared to us in the past, saying: ‘I have loved you with an
everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.’” (Jeremiah 31:3)
Eternal Covenant: “How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts
that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! 15 For this reason Christ is the
mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised
eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins
committed under the first covenant.” (Hebrews 9:14-15)
Eternal Life: “Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw
it and was glad.” 57 “You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have
seen Abraham!” 58 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I
am!” (John 8:56-58)
(Note: As we look upon King Jesus, we find eternal rest in our Lord through His atoning
blood which has brought us into the everlasting presence of God like John shared about
in 1st John 1:1-3 and Job hoped for in Job 19:25-27.)
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Living (Walking) with King Jesus
Covered by His Blood: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” (1st John 1:9)
Walking in Love: “And yet I will show you the most excellent way…Follow the way of
love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit” (1st Cor. 12:31 – 1st Cor. 14:1)
Completed in Love: “But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete
in them. This is how we know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must live as
Jesus did.” (1st John 2:5-6)
(Note: What does it mean to be obedient to God’s rest? We walk with God in the
knowledge of His unbreakable yoke, love and purpose of being transformed into His
image. God is holy love!)

Sharing/Acknowledging His Presence
Sharing His Charity: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through
him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned,” (John 3:16-18a)
Following the “Law of Love”: “If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself, you are doing right.’” (James 2:8)
Demonstrating Charity: “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has
any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.” (Gal. 5:6)
(Note: Without love our faith is shipwrecked for if it wasn’t for God’s first love spoken
about in Romans 5:8, we would have nothing to stand upon. Therefore, God’s people
rest in His Son, the love of Christ and are forever changed by our rest in Him. There is
no condemnation in Christ Jesus!)

Believers have been called to position their attention using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their renewed minds (in Christ) lead them
to be aware of the Lord’s presence while they demonstrate (co-labor with the Lord in)
“faith expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6), God’s undeserved loving-kindness.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. How do we rest in the eternal presence of King Jesus?
2. How is looking at this life through the eyes of faith similar to the way Abraham
lived his life?

3. How important is forgiveness and the blood of Christ to believers?
4. Speak about the new Way we are being called to live in Christ?

5. How do we make God visible as we follow King Jesus?
6. What is the all encompassing command, Law that King Jesus has given us?
7. Therefore, how do we know when the Holy Spirit is speaking to us, leading us
and empowering us?
Prayer: King Jesus ---- You are the “Ever-Present” who gives rest to our souls. Lead us
through Your “Spirit of Charity” to acknowledge and share Your presence in the
moments of life You give us...
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<Optional Unit: King Jesus the “Living Word”>
Psalm 119 expands the “I am(s)” of Christ to detail for us how Jesus has fulfilled
Scripture and makes the “Living Word” available to us as follows:
Letter
Aleph
Beth
Gimel
Daleth
He
Vau
Zain
Heth
Teth
Iod
Caph
Lamed
Mem
Nun
Samech
Ain
Pe
Tzade
Koph
Resh
Shin
Tau

Symbol
Ox
House
Camel
Door
Fence
Knot
Sword
Courtyard
Good
Arm
Hand
Pointer
Water
Snake
Peg/Support
Eye
Mouth
Hook
Eye of Needle
Head/Face
Tooth
Signature

Depicts Blessing of God’s:
Unchanging/Strong Way
Holy/Heavenly Abode
Life Journey in His Promise
Open door to Eternal Light/Life
Security which Sets us apart
Tie/Yoke/Bond/Covenant
Protection/Powerful Name
Field of Grace/Favor
Goodness to His people
Compassion/Mercy
Preservation/Personal Touch
Eternal Truth
Unending Revelation/Teaching
Guidance away from Sin/Evil
Sustenance/Sure Standing
Seeing All/Prevailing Justice
Redemption/Good Testimony
Everlasting Righteousness
Prayerful Access to His Throne
Deliverance/Comfort
Peace/Faithfulness
Salvation/Worthiness

As we look to Jesus, our King and His reign, we can gain a wider view of His
sovereignty through these letters of the law which have been joined now with the Royal
Law, to love God and others.
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Handout 3: “King of kings”
Study Goals: Training disciples of the Lord to be…
1) a people who believe in Jesus and follow Jesus;
2) a people who fix their eyes on the Lord of lords and King of kings.
Introduction: “King of kings” Bible Study
As we take hold of the life of “faith in Christ” and God’s “Call to Love”, we have
embraced the journey of growing in the knowledge of our King and His Kingdom (2 nd
Sam. 7:11-12, John 14:1-3) who/which shall exist for all eternity. As Christians we
believe that we come to know God through King Jesus (John 14:6). Jesus shared these
words with His disciples in John 14:8-9 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that
will be enough for us.” 9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have
been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”
As we learn about our King in the upcoming lessons, the Scriptures will reveal Jesus to
us in both the Old and New Testaments. The “King of kings” connects the eight “I Am”
statements recorded in the Gospel of John with Old Testament names of Yahweh for
the purpose of helping us to see and appreciate that the Father and Son are One in the
same.

God

“Raise the Bar”

self

others

Table: “Eight Viewpoints into the Reign of our Lord and King”
Lord (my)
1. Sanctifier

From God

Ex. 15:11,13
John 14:6-7
Jere. 23:5
2. Banner
Isa. 60:19-20
Rev. 21:23,
Col. 1:13
3.
Isaiah 9:7,
Righteousness Acts 17:31,
John 10:7,9
4. Shepherd
Job 33:27-28
Jn. 10:27-30

To God

To Others

2nd Sam. 7:13
John 14:2-3
1 Peter 2:9-10
John 6:68,
John 8:12,
Jere. 31:3
Romans 3:26,
Micah 6:8

John 14:23
John 15:14-15
1st John 2:6
Matt. 5:14, Matt.
10:32, 2nd Tim.
1:8
Isa. 58:6-8,
James 1:27

Luke 15:5-6a,
Phil. 1:6

Heb. 10:24, Gal. The “Good
5:6, 6:2
Shepherd”
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Viewpoint from
our King (“I am”)
The “Way, Truth
and Life”
The “Light of the
World”
The “Gate for the
Sheep”

(Version 3.0E)

5. Peace

6. Provider

7. Life / Body
of Christ
8. Everlasting
Presence

Isaiah 9:2,
John 11:25
Job 19:25-27
Gen. 22:14
1st Chron.
29:10-11
Gen. 1:1-2,
Gen. 3:8,
John 15:1
Jere. 31:3,
Heb. 9:14-15,
Jn. 8:56-58

Eph. 1:19-20
1st Cor. 15:45
Zech. 4:6
John 6:31-32
John 10:10
Rom. 8:38-39,
John 15:4
1st John 1:9,
1st Cor.12 &
13

2nd Cor. 5:17-18
Col. 3:15, John
14:27
John 6:38-39,
Luke 6:36,
Isaiah 5:1
John 3:3, Gal.
5:16, 1st Cor.
12:26-27
John 3:16-18,
James 2:8

The “Resurrection
and the Life”
The “Bread of Life”
The “True Vine”
The “I am”

Lesson Notes:
There are questions at the end of every lesson in the “King of kings” study guide to lead
group discussions on the Scripture above.
An additional Lesson:
Psalm 119 expands the “I am(s)” of Christ to detail for us how Jesus has fulfilled
Scripture and makes the “Living Word” available to us as follows:
Letter
Aleph
Beth
Gimel
Daleth
He
Vau
Zain
Heth
Teth
Iod
Caph
Lamed
Mem
Nun
Samech
Ain
Pe
Tzade
Koph
Resh
Shin
Tau

Symbol
Ox
House
Camel
Door
Fence
Knot
Sword
Courtyard
Good
Arm
Hand
Pointer
Water
Snake
Peg/Support
Eye
Mouth
Hook
Eye of Needle
Head/Face
Tooth
Signature

Depicts Blessing of God’s:
Unchanging/Strong Way
Holy/Heavenly Abode
Life Journey in His Promise
Open door to Eternal Light/Life
Security which Sets us apart
Tie/Yoke/Bond/Covenant
Protection/Powerful Name
Field of Grace/Favor
Goodness to His people
Compassion/Mercy
Preservation/Personal Touch
Eternal Truth
Unending Revelation/Teaching
Guidance away from Sin/Evil
Sustenance/Sure Standing
Seeing All/Prevailing Justice
Redemption/Good Testimony
Everlasting Righteousness
Prayerful Access to His Throne
Deliverance/Comfort
Peace/Faithfulness
Salvation/Worthiness

As we look to Jesus, our King and His reign, we can gain a wider view of His
sovereignty through these letters of the law which have been joined now with the Royal
Law, to love God and others.
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Section II. Kingdom Minded
Jesus was, is and shall always be a master story teller. Through His parables He
communicated major themes detailing how the “Spirit of life” (Rom. 8:6) takes hold of
God’s Kingdom people and shines the light of Christ through them. Jesus taught about
the “Spirit of the Law” to a people familiar with the “Letter of the Law” through parables,
the way of God’s prophets (Hosea 12:10). The Law was given to delineate darkness
from light. It did not come with the power to separate humanity from sin and its wages
(death). God’s grace empowers believers to be saved and follow the eternal path of
righteousness in Christ. The rest believers have in Christ from the “Letter of the Law”
(sin and its wages) gives them the freedom to seek after the “Spirit of the Law” which
shines the “love of Christ” through them. The parables of Christ teach and lead
disciples to “love God and others”. They lead us to the secrets of the “Kingdom of
Heaven” (Spirit of Christ) which comes to all who submit themselves to the “light, love
and life” of Christ. “The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the
people in parables?” 11 He replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the
kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. (Matt. 13:11-12)”
“I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” (Matt.
16:19)” Through parables (keys/wisdom) we better understand the Way of Christ. The
bride has been given the keys to His house and abides with Him as follows in:
Unit/Theme
1.Kingdom Seed

Scripture
Luke 8:5-8

Parable Name
The Sower

Comment
Hearing the “Word of Life”
(Salvation’s Seed)
Discovering/encountering
the “Lord of Life”
Harvesting in “Fields of
Grace”
Sharing God’s “Heart and
Will”
Commissioning
through
Humility
Worshipping God in “Spirit
and Truth”
Trusting
in
God’s
Plan/Purpose
Standing upon “the Lord’s
resurrection promise/power”
Persisting in prayer; “Letting
go and letting God”
Loving the un-loveable

2.Kingdom
Matt. 13:44-46 The
Pearl
/
Treasure
Hidden Treasure
3.Kingdom
Matt. 20:1-16
The Workers in
Justice
the Vineyard
4.Kingdom
Luke 10:30-35 The
Good
Compassion
Samaritan
5.Kingdom
Luke 18:9-14
The Pharisee and
Righteousness
Tax Collector
6.Kingdom
Matt. 25:1-13
The Ten Virgins
Faithfulness
7.Kingdom
Matt. 25:14-30 The Talents
Stewardship
8.Kingdom
Luke 16:19-31, The Rich Man
Judgment
Luke 16:1-13
and Lazarus
9.Kingdom
Luke 18:1-8,
The
Persistent
Persistence
Matt. 13:24-30 Widow
10.Kingdom
Matt. 18:21-35 The
Unmerciful
Forgiveness
Servant
An optional lesson: “Jesus’ Model for Kingdom Prayer (Matt. 6:5-15)” has been provided
at the end of this section which isn’t a parable but an important part of Kingdom life.
(NOTE: Remember to read the parables together before reviewing each lesson.)
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Each lesson challenges us to “stop and consider” the presence of our “King and His
Kingdom” during each day (1st Cor. 2:16). We should expect God to stop (focus) us by
re-directing our “thoughts, words and deeds” at different times during the day.

Note: These lessons can be used to build a self evaluate matrix for ourselves to look
within to see how we are worshipping God in “Spirit and Truth” with our Christian lives.
Study Goals: Training disciples of the Lord to be…
1) a people who believe in Jesus and follow Jesus;
2) a people who seek first the Kingdom of God and its righteousness.
Lesson Notations
The following images are used in lessons to refer to the God, self and others “raise the
bar” diagram:

God pours out to us…

we receive and respond to God…

we share with others…
Note: These images will remind you to use these phrases in your discussions as you go
through the lessons and reflect upon how the King/”Lordship of Christ” impacts us using
the “raise the bar” diagram.
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<Unit 1 – Kingdom Seed, “Hearing the Word of Life”>

The parable of “The Sower” is about more than sharing the proper
technique for throwing seed. It speaks of how “Kingdom Seed” takes root (hold).
“Kingdom Seed” is God’s “Good News”, the “Word of Life”, the “love of God” revealed
through Christ. This parable provides an analogy to describe how the “Word of Life” is
“received and rooted” or rejected by those who hear it.

“A farmer went out to sow his seed.” (Luke 8:5)
The Sower: “In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times
and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is
the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all
things by his powerful word.” (Hebrews 1:1-3)
The Seed: “Christ is the culmination of the law so that there may be righteousness for
everyone who believes.” (Romans 10:4)
(Note: The “Seed of Salvation” that “The Sower” threw and the Pharisees rejected
wasn’t composed of the DNA/Identity of Abraham. Rather, it was composed of God’s
mercy to be shared with a people who would trust in His compassion; just like Abraham
who trusted God’s promise and witnessed Him provide an acceptable sacrifice in place
of Isaac, his son.)
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“As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the
birds ate it up. 6 Some fell on rocky ground, and when it came up, the plants withered
because they had no moisture.7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and
choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil.” (Luke 8:6-7)
Scattering Seed: “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice
and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.” (Rev.
3:20)
Choke Points: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body
more than clothes?” (Matt. 6:25)
Good Soil: Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God
unless they are born again.” (John 3:3)
(Note: In order for God’s life to sprout in us, the condition of our heart, the soil, must be
changed to good soil as it comes into contact with His life giving seed! God’s salvation
is a miracle because the human heart left to itself is incapable of sprouting holy life.)

It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.” When he said
this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” (Luke 8:8)
His Kingdom Come: “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which
we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—
this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.” (1 John 1:1)
His Will Be Done: “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be my disciples.” (John 15:8)
(Note: We proclaim His “Living Word” by submitting our lives to be a canvas for the Lord
to illuminate His image upon. He draws His picture upon us through the “thoughts,
words and deeds” we share which speak of His life and His Kingdom come.)

Believers have been called to position their attention using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their redirected minds follow Christ’s
teachings and testify about being born into God’s Kingdom through of His Kingdom
(incorruptible) Seed.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. What is the “Kingdom Seed” that Christ is sharing about in this parable?
2. What does 1st John 5:11-12 tell us is the crop that is being harvested?

3. How does the “seed that fell on the path” describe some who hear the “Word of
Life”?
4. How does the “seed that fell on rocky ground” describe some who hear the
“Word of Life”?
5. How does the “seed that fell among thorns” describe some who hear the “Word
of Life”?
6. How does the “seed that fell on good soil” describe some who hear the “Word of
Life”?

7. Was Jesus’ prayer in John 17:1 perhaps referring to “Kingdom Seed”?
8. How is the spiritual DNA of Christ being seen in us according to Isaiah 52:7?
Prayer: Lord, increase my understanding of the “Kingdom Seed”, Your promise and
words of eternal life. Continue to fertilize the soil of our hearts and enable us to hear
and receive Your teachings so they yield a hundred fold crop for our Heavenly Father’s
glory...
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<Unit 2 – Kingdom Treasure, “Discovering/Encountering the Lord of Life”>

The parables of “The Hidden Treasure and Pearl” is about more
than discovering earthly treasures. It speaks of how the heavenly riches of a personal
relationship with the Lord brings the “Kingdom of Heaven” into clear view from within
(our heart, mind and soul). These two parables provide analogies to describe how the
“Lord of Life” and His “Kingdom Treasure” become the center of life for those who have
discovered/encountered the “pearl of great price”.

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.” (Matt. 13:44a)
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls.” (Matt. 13:45)
Living Testimony: “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life
is in his Son.12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God
does not have life.” (1st John 5:11-12)
Living Treasure: “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)
Spirit and Truth: “Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God
would come, Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that
can be observed, 21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom
of God is in your midst.” (Luke 17:20-21)
(Note: Whether this treasure is found during the course of a normal day or through a
diligent search for treasure; when the “Kingdom of Heaven” is discovered, its timeless
treasure becomes of first importance in our lives. Our possession of this treasure,
God’s ‘Spirit and Truth’, transforms lives.)
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“When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and
bought that field.” (Matt. 13:44b)
“When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and
bought it.” (Matt. 13:45)
His Deposit: “And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of
truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a
seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the
redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.” (Eph. 1:1314)
His Interest Compounded Daily: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never
perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you…” (1st Peter 1:3-4)
(Note: When this treasure is found and its value is properly calculated/revealed our first
response is to store it somewhere safe where no one can rob it from us like within, in
our hearts. The gift of life through God’s ‘Spirit and Truth’ is deposited with interest
compounded daily. God’s treasure is the very best!)

Peter’s Discovery: Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have
the words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy
One of God.” (John 6:68-69)
John the Baptist’ Humility: “He must become greater; I must become less.” (John 3:30)
Paul’ Zeal: “I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus." (Phil. 3:14)
Kingdom Minded: “Then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same
love, being one in spirit and of one mind.” (Phil. 2:2)
(Note: Do we believe we’re been found by the Lord? When a believer is captured by
the ‘Spirit and Truth’ of the “Kingdom of Heaven” they are a new creation in Christ. The
treasure within them sparkles as they think and behave like citizens of heaven. They
know that no one and nothing can separate them from the “love of Christ”.)
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Believers have been called to position their attention using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their redirected minds follow Christ’s
teachings and living anew in the “Kingdom of Heaven” as His Kingdom Treasure takes
first place (becomes of first importance) within us.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. What is the true value placed on the “Kingdom of Heaven”?
2. How do people happen upon (discover) Kingdom Treasure?

3. What is the immediate response to discovering this treasure?
4. What becomes the new focus for the people who make this amazing discovery?

5. How were Peter, John the Baptist and the Apostle Paul’ lives changed? Do
others who were changed come to mind?
6. How should our lives be changed?
Prayer: Lord, increase my understanding about “Kingdom Treasure” and how You are
sharing Your “Kingdom Treasure” eternally with the citizens of heaven. When we bury
this truth in our hearts, no one and nothing can separate us from our new destiny in
You. Make our discovery of “Kingdom Treasure” of first importance in our lives and
move us to share our discovery with others...
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<Unit 3 – Kingdom Justice, “Harvesting in ‘Fields of Grace’”>

The parable of “The Workers in the Vineyard” is about more than
how we earn God’s favor (fair wages). It speaks of how the Lord desires His people to
live under Grace and join Him in His “labor of love”. This parable provides an analogy
to describe how our fair (just) and generous God has called His people to be fair and
generous as they live (labor) under the reign of His Kingdom Justice (fields of grace).

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to
hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent
them into his vineyard. 3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others
standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went. “He went out again about
noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing. 6 About five in the
afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why
have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 7 “‘Because no one has hired
us,’ they answered. “He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’
(Matt. 20:1-7)
Single-minded Faith: “Then they asked him, ‘What must we do to do the works God
requires?’ 29 Jesus answered, ‘The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has
sent.’” (John 6:28-29)
Compelling Love: “For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one
died for all, and therefore all died.” (2nd Cor. 5:14)
(Note: The “Kingdom of Heaven” has been established upon the finished work of Christ
making available God’s Kingdom Way/Justice. In God’s Vineyard, believers join Christ
in His “fields of grace” where God’s “Kingdom Justice” reigns.)
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8 “When

evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers
and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’
9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a
denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more.
But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to
grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’
they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work
and the heat of the day.’ (Matt. 20:8-12)
Sowing: “But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of
God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Romans 6:22-23)
Watering: “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (Eph. 2:10)
(Note: God’s Way/Grace, His Kingdom Justice is a gift which keeps on giving as
believers are drawn into abandonment to God. We are prepared to do our part when
we submit ourselves to serve others empowered by the “love of Christ”.)

13 “But

he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree
to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired
last the same as I gave you.15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own
money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 “So the last will be first, and the
first will be last.” (Matt. 20:13-16)
Who’s in Charge: “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?” (Job 38:4)
Non-compete Clause: “Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead,
make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in the way of a brother or
sister.” (Romans 14:13)
Plenty for Everyone: “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should
be called children of God!” (1st John 3:1)
(Note: Should our days be spent heaven forbid judging God or passing judgment on our
brothers and sisters in the Lord? When we understand Kingdom Justice, we enter the
Lord’s “fields of grace” daily to share (in) the radical “love of Christ”.)
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Believers have been called to position their attention using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their redirected minds follow Christ’s
teachings and live united in His “labor of love” under His Kingdom Justice.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. What does the Vineyard depict in this story?
2. Who is the owner of the Vineyard?

3. Why does the owner hire the workers? How often?
4. What promise does the owner make to the workers in the Vineyard?

5. Where was humanity when God created the Vineyard (set up His Kingdom
Justice)? (1st Peter 1:20, Rev. 13:8, Psalm 9:7-10)
6. What is our first inclination: to judge people or love them? What does the
different times that the workers are gathered to work in the vineyard say about
God’s unconditional love at work? How should this impact the attitude of God’s
“John 6:28-29” laborers?
Prayer: Lord, increase my understanding of Your “Kingdom Justice” which existed
before You created the world.
Teach us about loving others like You do,
unconditionally. The fields are plenty but the harvesters are few. Join us to Your
unending work of harvesting through the administration of “Kingdom Justice” through
the Gospel and the power of the “love of Christ”...
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<Unit 4 – Kingdom Compassion, “Sharing God’s Heart and Will”>

The parable of “The Good Samaritan” is about more than who is
and isn’t our neighbor. It tells how God’s heart/will is full of compassion for humanity.
This parable provides an analogy to describe our merciful God of covenant (promise)
acting full of “Kingdom Compassion” on behalf of “the least, the last and the lost” for He
loves those who have been robbed, broken by sin and left to die. He calls us to
share/demonstrate this same heart for “Kingdom Compassion”.

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 In
reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was
attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving
him half dead. (Luke 10:29-30)
For Jews and Gentiles/Sinners and Saints: And God said, “This is the sign of the
covenant I am making between me and you and every living creature with you, a
covenant for all generations to come: 13 I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will
be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth.” (Genesis 9:12-13)
Doesn’t Have to Start at Home: “Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb
to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what
we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’” (Luke 4:23)
(Note: A common proverb nowadays is “ministry starts at home”. This parable stands
contrary to the notion that good people take care of those at home first. God made the
covenant first. Then He gave us a supernatural Gospel, healing ministry from heaven
above to connect ALL people to Himself where ever He places us; of course God
desires this at home as well but He determines the order, the timing and where we
should carry His supernatural, Gospel, healing ministry to.)
-104-

(Version 3.0E)

31 A

priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he
passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw
him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the
man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. (Luke 10:31-33)
Spiritual Pride: “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay
no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me
take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own
eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see
clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.” (Matt. 7:3-5)
Spiritual Compassion: “Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live
by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may
be tempted. 2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of
Christ. 3 If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive
themselves.” (Gal. 6:1-3)
(Note: We walk in God’s “Kingdom Compassion” when we look for opportunities to
abandon ourselves to the “love of Christ” through service rather than the opportunity to
put somebody down for their misfortune no matter what our excuse for not having the
ability to help might be.)

He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the
man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he
took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and
when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ (Luke 10:3435)
Unlimited Love: “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure
you use, it will be measured to you.” (Luke 6:38)
Glory to God: After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: “Father, the
hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. (John 17:1)
(Note: As we live to be a conduit for God’s “Kingdom Compassion”, God provides for us
and gives us opportunities to bring Him glory through sharing with both “words and
deeds” the healing of the Gospel flowing from the cross.)
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Believers have been called to position their attention using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their redirected minds follow Christ’s
teachings and seek after God’s will for all, His Kingdom Compassion manifested
through our obedience to His one commandment “love one another”.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. What does religion teach people they have to guard like the priest and the Levite
in this parable?
2. What does God desire to share through His people with others?

3. Our spiritual pride can stand in the way of God’s will. Why do the religious men
pass the fallen man on the other side of the road?
4. What was demonstrated by the Samaritan? What does Romans 5:8 say God
demonstrated for us?

5. Where do our blessings come from? Do we sometimes look at our good deeds
and take credit for the blessings in our life? Is the Gospel Message one of
getting what we deserve?
6. How does living to glorify God through the teaching of this parable re-direct our
focus? Is the “Spirit of the Law” leading us to be compassionate or legalistic?
Prayer: Lord, increase my understanding of the movement of Your “Kingdom
Compassion”. Keep us from seeking after self-righteousness which separates us from
Your heart and will. You have not given us what we deserve but You have shown us
mercy. Your “Kingdom Compassion” is the vehicle You chose to bring heaven to earth.
Your will be done...
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<Unit 5 – Kingdom Righteousness, “Commissioning through Humility”>

The parable of “The Pharisee and the Tax Collector” is about more
than prayer and the status of who is praying. It speaks of a God seeking hearts
humbled before the “Righteous One”, the righteousness of Christ. This parable
provides an analogy to describe the attitude (humility) of our hearts as we take hold of
the truth, which beats into our prideful hearts the understanding, that “Kingdom
Righteousness” only comes through being grafted into the “life, death and resurrection”
of our Lord.

“To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone
else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee
and the other a tax collector.” (Luke 18:9-10)
Status of Man: As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one;” (Romans
3:10)
Gift of God: “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this
bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”
(John 6:51)
Humility in Prayer: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
(Romans 10:13)
(Note: Two men entered the temple to pray but God would only hear the prayer of one.
What is the attitude of the heart that is pleasing to God when we go to Him in prayer?
One man goes to the temple to offer his righteous life to God while the other humbly
seeks after God.)
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Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other
people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a
week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would
not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a
sinner.’ (Luke 18:11-13)
11 The

Center of Blessings: “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—
except God alone.” (Luke 18:19)
Provoking God’s Answer: “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.”
(James 4:10)
Be Still in Christ: “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others.”
(Matt. 6:2) …“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray
standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others.” (Matt. 6:5)
(Note: Was Jesus saying He wasn’t good or equating Himself with God in Luke 18:19?
Christ, the “Righteous One” of God, desires humble, not self-righteousness servants
whom He can commission to carry, not hide His light.)

14 “I

tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all
those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be
exalted.” (Luke 18:14)
Humble Heart: I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed: “Lord, the great and
awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep his
commandments, 5 we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have
rebelled; we have turned away from your commands and laws.” (Daniel 9:4-5)
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others
above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of
the others.” (Phil. 2:3-4)
“For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive
your sins.” (Matt. 6:14-15)
(Note: Living a life of relying on the righteousness of Christ and lifting Him up places us
on a different path than living to prove ourselves righteous or above others. The
redeemed of the Lord through humility offer gifts to God and from God.)
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Believers have been called to position their attention using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their redirected minds follow Christ’s
teachings to be humbled by the commission we have been given through His “Kingdom
Righteousness” to reach the “eye for an eye and tooth for a tooth” world we live in.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. What do non-Christian religions teach people they can attain like the Pharisee in
this parable?
2. How does God commission people to serve in His Kingdom?

3. What changes the attitude of our hearts?
4. What provokes God to work in our lives through prayer?
5. What does humility look like? A big demonstration? Or big/quiet confidence?

6. How does humility commission (prepare) us: to think? to look at others? to
forgive?
7. How does the gift of God’s righteousness in Christ change everything when it
comes to viewing our lives and the lives of others in this world?
Prayer: Lord, increase my understanding of “Kingdom Righteousness” at work in my
midst. You alone are good. Keep us humble as we serve in the name of the
“Righteous One”. You humbled Yourself to the cross and we honor God by following
Your example. Your “Kingdom Righteousness” has set us free from competing with
others to earn a good standing with our God so we might instead embrace our
“commission through humility” to change our world for Your glory...
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<Unit 6 – Kingdom Faithfulness, “Worshipping God in ‘Spirit and Truth’”>

The parable of “The Ten Virgins” is about more than the judgment
of five unfaithful virgins. It speaks of the light God desires to place inside the hearts of
His people through the new covenant (the promise of Christ). This parable provides an
analogy with “lamps and oil” to describe how those demonstrating “Kingdom
Faithfulness” are filled with the eternal “light of Christ”, worshipping God in “Spirit and
Truth”.

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and
went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. (Matt.
25:1-2)
The Light: “No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God
and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.” (John 1:18)
Wisdom: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has
gone, the new is here!” (2 Cor. 5:17)
Foolishness: “For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were
darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools.” (Romans 1:20-22)
(Note: We were betrothed to Christ to honor, adore and worship God the Father. The
five foolish virgins never truly understood their “Call to Love”. They lived like they never
met the Lord and his words had become a fading memory. The five wise ones loved
their God-given purpose as the Lord became the center of their lives.)
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3 The

foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise ones,
however, took oil in jars along with their lamps.” 5 The bridegroom was a long time in
coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6 “At midnight the cry rang out:
‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 7 “Then all the virgins woke up and
trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our
lamps are going out.’ 9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you.
Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ (Matt. 25:3-9)
Love Letter: “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” (Psalm 119:105)
Lover of our Soul: “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who
sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.”
(John 5:24)
Consumed by Love: “For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us
power, love and self-discipline.” (2nd Timothy 1:7)
(Note: The children of God have received the “Living Word” and continue to shine His
light into the darkness of this world as they are consumed by His love. They have been
captured by the teachings/words of Christ and the person of the Holy Spirit.)

10 “But

while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins
who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.
11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ 12 “But he
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ 13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not
know the day or the hour. (Matt. 25:10-13)
Confidence in New Destiny: “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.” (John 14:2-3)
Practicing for the Wedding: “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and
puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.” (Matt. 7:24)
Becoming Love: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no
law.” (Gal. 5:22-23)
(Note: As we wait for the Lord’s return we keep watch by not compartmentalizing our
faith or designating some things secular and others sanctified. Rather, we keep Christ,
His “Word and Spirit” at the center of our lives as we remain faithful to our calling.)
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Believers have been called to position their attention using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their redirected minds follow Christ’s
teachings, grow in knowing Him and walk with Him in “Kingdom Faithfulness” led by the
Spirit as they wait for His return.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. How is the “Kingdom of Heaven” like a new home that a bride is going to share
with her husband? How do people who are making plans for a wedding and
home together talk and act?
2. Does Hebrews 11:8-12 describe the faithfulness of one pledged to God?

3. What/who is keeping the light of Christ burning in us?
4. What does a newly pledged woman show off? How do we take care of and
display the engagement ring the Lord has given us?

5. How does behaving like one betrothed to the Lord change: how we think? how
we look at the things of this world? how we accept being moved around in this
life by the currents of change?
6. How does the fruit of the Spirit being demonstrated in our lives help us to
become love to our God and our love starved world?
Prayer: Lord, increase my understanding of “Kingdom Faithfulness” at work in the lives
of Your people. You alone are the “Faithful One”. Flood us with Your “love and power”
and focus us on walking in “Kingdom Faithfulness”, a lifestyle of worshipping God in
“Spirit and Truth”...
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<Unit 7 – Kingdom Stewardship, “Trusting God’s Plan/Purpose’”>

The parable of “The Talents” is about more than doubling what
God gives us. It speaks of God’s children using wisely the teachings (revelation) of
Christ and their God given earthly blessings (time, talents and treasures) to bear
Kingdom fruit. This parable provides an analogy to describe how those who
demonstrate “Kingdom Stewardship” have entrusted both their knowledge of Christ and
their earthly blessings to God’s Kingdom come.

“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted
his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to
another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. (Matt.
25:14-15)
His Abundance: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah
29:11)
His Work In/Through Us: “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (Eph. 2:10)
Praise the Lord: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This
inheritance is kept in heaven for you.” (1st Peter 1:3-4)
(Note: Kingdom stewards have higher expectations than simply receiving pennies from
heaven. God reveals the life of His Son to us and how we can multiply the “fish and
loaves” He has given us to bring His righteousness to the world. “Faith in Christ” is the
engine that brings heaven to earth.)
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The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work
and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more.
18 But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master’s money. (Matt. 25:16-18)
Righteous Wisdom: “It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become
for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.”
(1st Cor. 1:30)
Spending Wisely: “Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or
wife or brothers or sisters or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of
God 30 will fail to receive many times as much in this age, and in the age to
come eternal life.” (Luke 18:29)
Abundant Life Promise: “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the
measure you use, it will be measured to you.” (Luke 6:38)
(Note: Both this parable and Scripture teaches us that the wisdom found in Christ leads
us to direct: our talents (best personal qualities); our quality time and our earthly
blessings/treasures towards God’s Kingdom come. The Word of the Lord doesn’t return
void. In fact, we are promised that according to the measure we submit ourselves to
serving the Lord, we shall receive a return, some now and some when Christ returns.)
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“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with
them. 20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he
said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’ 21 “His
master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s
happiness!’ 22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you
entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 23 “His master replied,
‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put
you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 24 “Then the
man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a
hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not
scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See,
here is what belongs to you.’ 26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you
knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered
seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that
when I returned I would have received it back with interest. 28 “‘So take the bag of gold
from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For whoever has will be given
more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have
will be taken from them. 30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ (Matt. 25:19-30)
Proving Grounds: “This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and
as those entrusted with the mysteries God has revealed. 2 Now it is required that those
who have been given a trust must prove faithful.” (1st Cor. 4:1-2)
Called to Account: “And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne,
and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead
were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.” (Rev. 20:12)
World Changers: “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how
can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out
and trampled underfoot.” (Matt. 5:13)
(Note: When we become believers, we become the proving grounds for the “light, love
and life” of Christ to be poured through as we submit our “time, talents and treasures” to
the Master’s faithfulness. If we deny Christ, we simply focus on amassing personal
gains. True believers focus on doubling the gold, the heavenly treasure that God has
given them through the blood of Christ. We joyfully embrace our new purpose in this
life, to be the salt of the earth.)
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Believers have been called to position their attention using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their redirected minds follow Christ’s
teachings and embrace their roles of being “Kingdom Stewards” as they believe God
has called them to bring heaven to earth, the righteousness of God.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. Do you believe God sees our lives knit together to bring His “Kingdom of
Heaven” to earth? Who has God put in your life to share His love with?
2. What does the Lord want to do in us as we submit earthly blessings for His work?
(Eph. 2:10)
3. What does God want to come out of us as we submit earthly blessings for His
work? (1st Peter 1:3-4)

4. According to 1st Cor. 1:30 what gives us wisdom to discern eternal matters which
is foreign to this world?
5. How does Scripture lead us to prioritize our relationships in Luke 18:29?
6. Does Luke 6:38 instruct us to look at our lives as vessels of God? What does
Jesus call us in John 15:5? What is the importance of a branch? How does the
Lord describe this way of expanding His Kingdom in John 12:24?

7. Does God give us blessings in this life to prove our faith? What should be our
attitude as we share what we’ve been given? (2nd Cor. 9:7)
Prayer: Lord, increase my understanding of “Kingdom Stewardship” to better serve You
and Your people. You invested Your all for God’s Kingdom to come on earth as it is in
heaven. You call us to be “Kingdom Stewards”, to join our faith with Your finished work
on the cross. Lead us and direct our blessings towards the work of the Gospel which
will bear eternal fruit until You return…
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<Unit 8 – Kingdom Judgment, “Standing upon the Lord’s resurrection”>

The parable of “The Rich Man and Lazarus” is about more than
forsaking all personal wealth and living like Lazarus in poverty. It speaks of God’s
children standing first and foremost on the words of the prophets and the abundance
they lead us to. This parable provides an analogy to describe how those who hear and
believe the prophets words about “Kingdom Judgment” have received the Messiah
prophesied about. The fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham is the judgment of sin
and freedom (heaven’s best) for those who believe in Jesus’ resurrection.

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury
every day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and
longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his
sores. 22 “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to
Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in
torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. (Luke
16:19-23)
Merciful Judge: “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
to save the world through him.” (John 3:17)
Set free from Judgment: “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him
who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to
life.” (John 5:24)
New Life Sentence/Promise: He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making
everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and
true." (Rev. 21:5)
(Note: The Pharisees, those who had a rich tradition, followed the “Letter of the Law”
yet they lacked God’s mercy, the “Spirit of the Law” which the prophets spoke of.)
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24 So

he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the
tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ 25 “But
Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things,
while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in
agony. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place,
so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from
there to us.’ (Luke 16:24-26)
Comforting Truth: “When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin
and righteousness and judgment:9 about sin, because people do not believe in
me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me
no longer;11 and about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands
condemned.” (John 16:8-11)
Revealer of Truth: “He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in
these last times for your sake. 21 Through him you believe in God, who raised him from
the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.” (1st Peter 1:20-21)
Resurrection/the Great Divide: “But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from
the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there
is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.”
(Note: The rich man never considered that Lazarus might live with him after death and
the resurrection, see Job 19:25-27. After death Lazarus realizes that the beggar’s life is
now held in higher esteem because resurrection was all the beggar looked forward to.
Lazarus asks Father Abraham to have the beggar bring him water which is like sharing
his faith in the life to come with a dead person. Besides, no one who crosses the great
divide can share their resurrection with another.)
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“He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five
brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’
29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’
30 “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will
repent.’ 31 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not
be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” (Luke 16:27-31)
Resurrected Purpose: “For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that
one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should
no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.” (2nd
Cor. 5:14-15)
Redeemed Life: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old
has gone, the new is here!” (2nd Cor. 2:17)
Resurrection Boldness: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 55 “Where, O death, is
your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” (1st Cor. 15:54-55)
(Note: The leaders demanded a sign while Jesus pointed to the resurrection using the
story of Jonah, a prophet of God. Those who have benefited from God’s “Kingdom
Judgment” have come to the Lord like the beggar in this parable. Now, they live and
walk in the victory of the resurrection and live to share what they can’t share once they
leave this world.)

Believers have been called to position their attention using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their redirected minds follow Christ’s
teachings and embrace their “Kingdom Judgment”, God’s guarantee for us to be His
children walking in the power of the resurrection.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. How do we know that our God is a merciful judge?
2. Who and what has been judged on our behalf?
3. Who can hold back the gift of life given to us through faith in Jesus?

4. Jesus sent who into the world to bring us eternal comfort?
5. When you think of the hope of the Gospel do you think of the resurrection? Why
is this so important to truly connect with God?

6. How does our faith in the resurrection change the way we live?
7. How do we connect with the faith of Christ as He went to the cross?

Prayer: Lord, increase my understanding of “Kingdom Judgment” and draw me closer to
You. You loved this world by nailing God’s judgment against sin to the cross. You
fooled the devil who thought he was nailing you to the cross. You were raised on the
third day and triumphed over death. By trusting in You, we take comfort in knowing the
resurrection, not eternal death is our future. Help us to live rich in love and strong in
faith as we stand upon Your resurrection…
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<Unit 9 – Kingdom Persistence, “Letting go and letting God”>

The parable of “The Persistent Widow” is about more than just
getting our prayers answered. It speaks of God’s children persisting in “letting go and
letting God” have control of their lives as they face “trials and tribulation” in this unjust
world. This parable provides an analogy to describe how a lowly widow persisted in
prayer to receive God’s justice in the midst of her struggles. “Kingdom Persistence”
stands on the knowledge that the prince of this world has been condemned, stands
judged and the Gospel (Spirit of Truth) shall always trump the injustices of this world
(the weapons of the evil one).

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and
not give up. 2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor
cared what people thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to
him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’” (Luke 18:1-3)
Our Intercessor: “Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God
through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.” (Hebrews 7:25)
Judgment upon the evil one: “And about judgment, because the prince of this world now
stands condemned.” (John 16:11)
The Power Source for Persistence: “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark,
Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed." (Mark
1:35)
(Note: Jesus is teaching us to seek our Advocate who is greater than any adversary
and has conquered “sin and death”, the injustices of this world. When we pray, we
connect with our power source for “Kingdom Persistence” through the truth that the
prince of this world stands condemned before the “King of kings”.)
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“For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God
or care what people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that
she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’” (Luke 18:4-5)
No Fear of Condemnation: “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are
in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1)
God’s Will and Justice: “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28)
Greatest Petition: “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”
(Matt. 6:10)
(Note: Like the widow who continually sought justice, when we approach God with no
fear of condemnation we never give up petitioning the Lord for His justice to prevail.
This is the justice she is standing on! However, the judge fears retribution for his unjust
ways and in this story he starts to look over his shoulder for judgment coming over the
horizon. God was answering the widow’s petition and at the same time getting the
attention of the unjust judge. Through our trials God manifests His Kingdom come
when we persist.)

And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring about
justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them
off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of
Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:6-8)
Persisting for Others: “Then he said, ‘May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just
once more. What if only ten can be found there?’ He answered, ‘For the sake of ten, I
will not destroy it.’ 33 When the LORD had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and
Abraham returned home.”
Persisting in Truth: “At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top
to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies of
many holy people who had died were raised to life.” (Matt. 27:51-52)
Persisting in Righteousness: “If anyone does attack you, it will not be my doing;
whoever attacks you will surrender to you. 16 “See, it is I who created the blacksmith
who fans the coals into flame and forges a weapon fit for its work. And it is I who have
created the destroyer to wreak havoc; 17 no weapon forged against you will prevail, and
you will refute every tongue that accuses you. This is the heritage of the servants of
the Lord, and this is their vindication from me,” declares the Lord. (Isaiah 54:15-17)
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(Note: Abraham petitioned the Lord not to destroy Sodom for the sake of the few
righteous lives that remained there. Though the darkness may seem great, greater is
God’s desire to shine the light of His truth and righteousness into seemingly hopeless
situations. God’s righteousness has left the temple and now rests within the hearts of
His people. “Kingdom Persistence” rises up in our hearts as we stand tenaciously upon
our heritage as servants of the Lord for the benefit of glorifying God.)

Believers have been called to position their attention using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their redirected minds follow Christ’s
teachings and stand tenaciously in “Kingdom Persistence” as they seek God in prayer
and know there is no condemnation in Christ Jesus.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. Who is constantly interceding for us against the injustices of this world?
2. The judgment of this prince of this world sets us free to persist in building Christcentered relationships in our life?
3. What are some of our greatest weapons as we persist in seeking God’s justice?

4. What is the bedrock of God’s justice for our lives?
5. How does God impart His justice to us? For what purpose?

6. How does our persistence impact Kingdom relationships?
7. Describes how standing on truth and righteousness are game changers in the
situations and circumstances of our lives?
Prayer: Lord, increase my understanding of “Kingdom Persistence” and draw me closer
to You. There is no condemnation in Christ Jesus. The prince of this world stands
condemned. Empower us all to stand on the truth and persist in our faith so we shall
witness quickly, every day, God’s Kingdom come …
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<Unit 10 – Kingdom Forgiveness, “Loving the un-loveable”>

The parable of “The Unmerciful Servant” is about more than just
releasing people from their debts. It speaks of God’s children being equipped to “love
the un-loveable” as they connect with God’s mercy demonstrated to all on the cross.
This parable provides an analogy to describe how a servant is granted mercy from his
master in regards to his debt but refuses to show mercy to those who are indebted to
him. “Kingdom Forgiveness” means everything to believers who know at one time they
stood condemned to eternal death for the wages of sin.

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother
or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not
seven times, but seventy-seven times. 23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a
king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a
man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. (Matt. 18:21-24)
Father’s Servant Heart: “For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God
rather than burnt offerings.” (Hosea 6:6)
“Heaven on Earth” coming through Charity: “but when completeness comes, what is in
part disappears.” (1 Cor. 13:10)
Grace flows from God: “Jesus replied, "What is impossible with man is possible with
God." (Luke 18:27)
(Note: As God’s servants see and believe in God’s mercy, they don’t count sins against
others anymore. They let His mercy and grace flow through them; they forgive others
and they love the un-loveable.)
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Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children
and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 26 “At this the servant fell on his knees
before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ The
servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. (Matt. 18:25-27)
Slaves to Grace not Debt: “For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not
under the law, but under grace.” (Romans 6:14)
New Way to Count: “In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in
Christ Jesus.” (Romans 6:11)
New Way to Live: “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” (Phil. 1:21)
(Note: We live not to pay God back but to be consumed by His mercy and grace.
Living like this changes our perspective on everything but some like the servant in this
story don’t understand the direction God’s mercy desires to take our “hearts and minds”
and the kingdom of Israel.)

“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a
hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe
me!’ he demanded. 29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient
with me, and I will pay it back.’ 30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man
thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had
happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had
happened. 32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I
canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had
mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him
over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 35 “This is how my
heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your
heart.” (Matt. 18:28-35)
Demonstrating Kingdom Mercy: “And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven
our debtors.” (Matt. 6:12)
Living for Freedom: “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and
do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” (Gal. 5:1)
Unbridled Power of God’s Charity: “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who
have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.” (Matt. 10:8)
(Note: When our Christian lives seem powerless, perhaps, we haven’t been standing in
the gap for others and directing God’s river of mercy towards others. God has given us
the choice: Live in His freedom or die in sin? Be a royal cup or common cup?)
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Believers have been called to position their attention using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their redirected minds follow Christ’s
teachings and flow in the freedom of “Kingdom Forgiveness” as we co-labor in God’s
Kingdom coming forth with His “love and power”.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. How has God chosen to bring heaven to earth?
2. What does completeness of this work look like? (1st Cor. 13:4-7)
3. What guarantees that the work will be completed?

4. Can we pay God back for what He has done?
5. What is God asking us to do?

6. How does God’s forgiveness change the way we look at others?
7. How does God’s forgiveness change the way we treat others?

Prayer: Lord, increase my understanding of “Kingdom Forgivenness” and draw me
closer to You. There is only one best way to love You and that is to love others in Your
name. Help us to forgive others and even reach out to love the un-loveable. You loved
us first and because of that we want to see Your Kingdom come …
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<Optional Unit: Lord’s (Kingdom) Prayer (Model)>
“This, then, is how you should pray:
‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
11 Give us today our daily bread.
12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’
14 For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive
your sins.” (Matt. 6:9-15)
When you need to call someone on the phone, typically, there is only one phone
number that will connect you with them. The phone number we dial to connect with
God has five digits just like the five digits of our hands wrapped together in prayer. The
actual number we dial to connect with God is J-E-S-U-S!
Let’s look at the five main points of the Lord’s (Kingdom) Prayer:
(J )ustice – our God is a just/holy judge whom we petition;
(E)mmanuel – our God’s will is to have eternal fellowship with man;
(S)ustenance – our God is a faithful provider of ALL good things;
(U)nconditional love – our covenant with God is based upon undeserved mercy;
(S)in-free living – our life in Christ, is one of being blameless before God.
Additional Points:
1) Matt. 6:8 (not above) emphasizes that “God the Father” already knows what we
will ask before we say it so don’t try to impress God with your prayers, He knows
our thoughts already and He wants us to be authentic with Him.
2) Matt. 6:14-15 emphasizes that we have entered into a “Covenant of Grace” with
God. Therefore, there is NO condemnation in Christ Jesus for us and likewise
for those in our lives who might join us as God’s redeemed child. We’re allowed
to hate the sin but not the sinner!
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Handout 4: “Kingdom Minded”
Study Goals: Training disciples of the Lord to be…
1) a people who believe in Jesus and follow Jesus;
2) a people who seek first the Kingdom of God and its righteousness.
Introduction: “Kingdom Minded” Bible Study
Jesus was, is and shall always be a master story teller. Through His parables He
communicated major themes detailing how the “Spirit of life” (Rom. 8:6) takes hold of
God’s Kingdom people and shines the light of Christ through them. Jesus taught about
the “Spirit of the Law” to a people familiar with the “Letter of the Law” through parables,
the way of God’s prophets (Hosea 12:10). The Law was given to delineate darkness
from light. It did not come with the power to separate humanity from sin and its wages
(death). Rather, God’s grace has come to believers through His Son to give and led
them on the eternal path of forgiveness. The rest believers now have in Christ from the
“Letter of the Law” (sin and its wages) gives them the freedom to seek after the “Spirit of
the Law” (grace and truth) and let God’s light shine through them. The parables of
Christ are a gift from God given to lead disciples to “love God and others”. They lead us
to the secrets of the “Kingdom of Heaven” which are available to all who submit
themselves to the “light, love and life” of Christ. Those who refuse to submit themselves
remain in darkness.

God

“Raise the Bar”

self

others

As we learn about being “Kingdom Minded” in the upcoming lessons, the Scriptures will
reveal Jesus’ teachings to us as His New Testament teachings fulfill the “Spirit of the
Old Testament Law”. There are 10 parables which have been selected to give us a
strong foundation for the direction that Jesus was sent to lead God’s “Kingdom of
Heaven”.
“The

disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?”
replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has
been given to you, but not to them. (Matt. 13:11-12)”
11 He

“I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” (Matt.
16:19)”
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Through parables (keys/wisdom) we better understand these words of Christ “follow
me”. The bride has been given the keys to His house and abides with Him as follows in:
Unit/Theme
1.Kingdom Seed

Scripture
Luke 8:5-8

Parable Name
The Sower

Comment
Hearing the “Word of Life”
(Salvation’s Seed)
Discovering/encountering
the “Lord of Life”
Harvesting in “Fields of
Grace”
Sharing God’s “Heart and
Will”
Commissioning
through
Humility
Worshipping God in “Spirit
and Truth”
Trusting
in
God’s
Plan/Purpose
Standing upon “the Lord’s
resurrection promise/power”
Persisting in prayer; “Letting
go and letting God”
Loving the un-loveable

2.Kingdom
Matt. 13:44-46 The
Pearl
/
Treasure
Hidden Treasure
3.Kingdom
Matt. 20:1-16
The Workers in
Justice
the Vineyard
4.Kingdom
Luke 10:30-35 The
Good
Compassion
Samaritan
5.Kingdom
Luke 18:9-14
The Pharisee and
Righteousness
Tax Collector
6.Kingdom
Matt. 25:1-13
The Ten Virgins
Faithfulness
7.Kingdom
Matt. 25:14-30 The Talents
Stewardship
8.Kingdom
Luke 16:19-31, The Rich Man
Judgment
Luke 16:1-13
and Lazarus
9.Kingdom
Luke 18:1-8,
The
Persistent
Persistence
Matt. 13:24-30 Widow
10.Kingdom
Matt. 18:21-35 The
Unmerciful
Forgiveness
Servant
An optional lesson: “The Lord’s (Kingdom) Prayer (Model)” has been provided at the
end of this section. This lesson isn’t based on a parable but since prayer is such an
important part of Kingdom life it looks at how Jesus taught us to pray in Matt. 6:9-15.
The “Kingdom Minded” lessons based upon the parables above are meant to assist
Christ followers in knowing the general leading of the Holy Spirit as He propels and
guides them to work in God’s fields of grace. (Note: These lessons can be used to self
evaluate ourselves and look within to see how we are worshipping God in “Spirit and
Truth” with our Christian lives. We should acknowledge what the Holy Spirit is saying in
each lesson and reflect on our responses.)

These lessons teach us how to love God by being “King & Kingdom” focused as we
walk as Jesus did. We learn to “stop and consider” the presence of our “King and His
Kingdom” each day (1st Cor. 2:16) and let God renew our “thoughts, words and deeds”.
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[Part D. Loving God with all our Strength (in Body)]
Introduction: “United within the Body of Christ (in Spirit/Truth) Bible Study”
At the center of our faith journey with Christ in “Spirit & Truth” is a love for God and
others witnessed through our daily activities (body) both individually and corporately that
point to unity in Christ. Jesus declared in John 4:24 “God is spirit, and his worshipers
must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” Our Lord has brought His Light to the world
(John 8:12) and He desires to shine His perfect witness (His life given for us) through
His people to save the world from sin and judgment. How does God bring His light to
bear? Peter spoke about this in Acts 2:16 “but ‘this is that’ which was spoken by the
prophet Joel”. The Living/Fulfilled/Holy Word incarnate in Christ through the Holy Spirit
(this is that) now stands before God as the righteousness of all who worship God in
“Spirit and Truth”. The righteousness of Christ, the “Good Testimony” (1 st John 5:11-12)
rather than our sin goes before us as we trust in Jesus’ atoning blood sacrifice on the
cross and the work of the Holy Spirit in bringing us to faith.

God

“Raise the Bar”

self

others

The main goal for all “Call to Love” Bible studies is to “raise the bar”, as we “press on to
take hold of that which Jesus took hold of us (Phil. 3:12).” The “bar” we are raising as
Christ followers increases our ability to demonstrate “faith (in Christ) expressing itself in
love (Gal. 5:6)”. “Raising the bar” in this Bible study will focus on both the unity and
purpose of the “body of Christ”, God’s vessel for sharing His grace with our world.
(Note: Jesus, the Savior and Lord, has taken God’s people: from “TOTs” to “TNTs”;
from people of “The Old Testament (Covenant)” to people of “The New Testament
(Covenant)”; and from needing a nanny (the Law) to being a dynamic people of “Spirit
(Grace) and Truth”.
Study Goals: Training disciples of the Lord to be…
1) a people who believe in Jesus and follow Jesus;
2) a people who powerfully love God through unity within the body of Christ.
Prayer: Lord, take our strength and unite it with the inter-workings of Your body and its
eternal purpose…

Outline for “United Within His Body” (Bible Study)
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Section I. – Unite in Light (Truth), Love & Life
Unit 1 – United in Standing upon the Truth
Unit 2 – United in the “Love of Christ”
Unit 3 – United to Glorify His Name
Section 2 – Embrace the Work of His Spirit of Grace
Unit 1 – Embrace God’s first love for us
Unit 2 – Embrace walking with ‘steadfast faith’ in Christ
Unit 3 – Embrace Jesus’ “Way, Truth & Life”
Unit 4 – Embrace His Call to be King & Kingdom Minded
Unit 5 – Embrace Spirit-filled, abundant life in Christ
Unit 6 – Embrace His Name and Authority
Unit 7 – Embrace Being Refined Like Gold
Lesson Notations
The following re-occurring images shall be used in the lessons to refer to God, self and
others from the “raise the bar” diagram above:

“God pours out to us…”

“we receive and respond to God…”

“we share with others…”
Note: When you see these images used to begin a section in the lessons, use these
phrases above in your discussions and remind the students of the “raise the bar”
diagram from previous page and the work of God in/through our lives (Phil. 1:3-6).
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Section I. Unite in Light (Truth), Love & Life (Glorify God)

<Unit 1 - United in Standing upon the Truth>

What is the unifying work of the Truth for the body of Christ? The
body of Christ stands upon a shared confession of “faith in Christ”. We declare the
holiness of God and our need for forgiveness of sins (charity/mercy) revealed to us
through our Lord and Savior. We stand upon the unshakeable foundation of the
finished work of Christ and His early disciples who have testified to and written down the
words of Christ. (refer to: 2nd John 1-3, 1st John 5:10-12, 1st Cor. 15:3-8)

Foundation of Truth:
1. The Living Word, God is incarnate in Christ (John 1:1, John 1:14, John 8:12)
2. His Truth/Fulfilled Word draws us to God’s eternal will for us (2nd John 2)
a. Jesus fulfilled Messianic Prophecy as He gave His Life as a ransom for many:
1. Obeying God’s Law (not man’s) perfectly (Matt. 5:17, Isaiah 53:5)
2. Fulfilling Old Testament Messianic Prophecy (Isaiah 9:1-2, 6-8)
3. Revealing God’s eternal purpose (Jer. 29:11, 31:3, 31:31, 33:10-11;
Eze.36:26)
• He has revealed: God’s eternal will; God’s eternal love; God’s eternal
peace; God’s eternal kingdom and God’s eternal righteousness.
Note: Romans 10:4 declares that Jesus Christ is the culmination (apex) of God’s Word
(Testimony) to us. We use the “Light of Christ” to understand God’s promises to us in
Scripture.
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Home (our new heart) for Truth:
1. We are joined with the Truth through confession of “faith in Christ” (Matt. 16:16,
18; John 1:12-13)
2. We are united with His body as we surrender our hearts to the Living Truth
(2nd Thess. 2:13-14)
(Note: The incorruptible seed of eternal life is planted in the hearts of God’s people to
save them and make them people of “grace and truth”.)

Ambassadors of Truth:
1. The revelation of Christ (and His righteousness) leads us to be ambassadors for
God’s Kingdom. We are empowered to share the Truth, alive in us, as we let
His light shine into the darkness (foolishness) of this world (John 14:16-18)
2. The Truth leads us to:
a. follow Jesus’ example (John 14:6)
b. be transformed by the renewing of our minds (Romans 12:1-2)
c. grow in our knowledge and experience of God (John 17:3)
The “Gospel of Christ” shared by the First Ambassadors (Apostles) in Acts
The following summarizes how the Apostles (who lived to testify – 1st Cor. 4:9-13)
shared the truth in Acts as they spoke about the power/purpose of God’s grace,
Kingdom Come:
1. God’s Kingdom come…
Peter declares to the crowd outside of the prayer meeting on Pentecost in
Acts 2:29-30 & 34-36. Jesus came to us born as a descendant of Israel’s
king David. His birth in this manner was God’s fulfillment of His promise to
Israel and king David of establishing an Eternal Kingdom through king David’
line (Isaiah 9:6-7). Therefore, Jesus fulfilled God’s promise, to David on our
behalf (God’s people), by establishing an eternal “Kingdom of Righteousness
and Peace” with God through His coming.
2. Jesus Christ crowned as “The King of kings”…
a) Peter declares to the crowd outside of the prayer meeting on Pentecost in
Acts 2:22,33. God the Father vindicated God the Son, Jesus’ ministry
through the mighty acts Jesus performed in the power of the Holy Spirit.
b) Peter declares to the crowd outside of the prayer meeting on Pentecost in
Acts: 2:23. Although Jesus came to His own people in Spirit and Truth, the
religious leaders handed him over to the Romans to be crucified. The
keepers of the Law, in ignorance fulfilled the Old Testament prophesies about
our Savior and King dying for our sins (Isaiah 53).
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c) Peter declares to the Sadducees in Acts 5:30-31. God demonstrated His
approval of Jesus’ words and mission (God’s Kingdom coming through Christ)
by raising Jesus Christ from the dead.
3. The King’s Scepter (Royal Diadem) / Sign of Authority and Power…
Peter declares to the Sadducees in Acts 5:32. God the Father through God
the Son, Jesus the Christ, has now sent forth His Holy Spirit to bear witness
to Christ and His Kingdom come as His Good News (Living Word) is planted
in the hearts of those who embrace Jesus’ life. Through Christ’ atonement
we have been given access to the authority and power of God’s
“Throne/Kingdom of Grace”.
4. His Kingdom Rule & Reign…
Paul declares at the synagogue in Pisidian Antioch in Acts 13:47. God’s
mercy (charity) is available for all humanity to receive; although God first
established an earthly kingdom for the people of Israel, through His mercy in
Christ (grace) God has established a heavenly, eternal Kingdom for both the
Jew and Gentile.
5. His Subjects Entering His Kingdom…
Paul shares with King Agrippa about his Damascus Road experience in Acts
26:15-20. Paul declares that God’s people receive God’s mercy and
forgiveness when they repent (turn to God and away from sin) as they place
their faith in Christ’ Testimony (His life, death and resurrection). In Christ
alone, we are a new creation. Jesus is “The Lord of Life”, “The King of
Creation” and “The Good Shepherd” of God’s people.
(Note: The “Gospel of Christ” is a two-fold message of: 1) God’s grace and 2) the
power/ purpose of His grace. Nowadays, we’ll hear God’s grace being shared through
an epistle of Romans based salvation message which focuses on point 5 above. Like
the Apostles, we must share points 1 through 4 which speak about the coming of God’s
“Heavenly Kingdom” (power/purpose of grace) both now and when Christ returns.)

Believers have been called to position their strength using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their new strength (from Christ) might be
directed by His truth to reveal His grace.
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions (can be co-mingled with lesson or discussed at end of lesson)

1. Discuss how the “righteousness of God” comes down to us through the Good
Testimony (Truth) of Christ and provides a light for us (New Covenant Church) to
interpret Scripture. What has Christ revealed to us?
2. Discuss how Jesus entrusted His apostles to bring His teachings to us through
their writings and the Holy Spirit. What the New Testament declares?

3. Discuss what/who we’ve taken to heart? (John 1:1)
4. Whose righteousness are we 100% dependent upon? (Matt. 5:17, Romans 10:4)
5. What is God’s will for humanity stated in John 3:16-17?

6. Discuss the truth we share: Whose authority are believers under? Unbelievers?
7. How do we enter God’s Kingdom? (John 3:16, John 5:24, John 6:29, Romans
10:9,13)
Prayer: Heavenly Father ---- we stand upon your Gospel truth, unite us through your
Gospel truth to shine your Gospel truth...
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<Unit 2 - United in the “Love of Christ”>

What is the unifying work of God’s love for the body of Christ? It
brings the life of Christ to all believers and a shared eternal purpose, to love God and
others. We can observe God’s holy love at work perfecting (setting apart and
sanctifying) His people. (refer to: 2nd John 5-6, 1st John 4:7-16, John 17:23)

Source of love: “God is love” (1st John 4:8,16)
Unending love: “God lavishes His love upon us” (1st John 3:1)
“I have loved you with an everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3)
(Note: All believers are being drawn to and conformed to the image of Christ through
God’s holy, perfecting love.)

Calls us to His love: “We love because He first loved us” (1st John 4:19, Romans 5:8)
(Note: We can’t produce God’s perfect love but we can share it.)
Live/walk in His love: “Everyone who loves has been born of God” (1st John 4:7-11)
(Note: The “love of Christ” demonstrated on the cross demands/motivates the faithful to
respond.)
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Share His Love: “Everyone who loves the Father, loves His children” (1st John 5:1,
John 15:12)
Remain in His love: “Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will
remain in my love (John 15:9-10, 1st John 5:3-5)
Unite around His love: “I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to
complete unity” (John 17:23)
(Note: Like newlyweds God is uniting His people. If you struggle with this concept, pray
for more revelation because in heaven there will only be love and no judgment.)

Believers have been called to position their strength using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their new strength (from Christ) might
rest in the power of God’s love and be shared with “faith expressing itself through love”
(Gal. 5:6).
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. When we are born of God, what are we born of according to 1 st John 4:7-16?
God is? What does His love look like? (1st Cor. 13:4-7, Gal. 5:22-23)
2. God is faithful and He is our unending fount (well) of love. What can separate
His beloved from the love of Christ? (Romans 8:38-39)

3. What is our faith life a response to? (Romans 5:8)
4. At the cross, our God started an unstoppable wave of? (Gal. 5:6)

5. How does His love move us to treat our brethren? (1st John 2:10)
6. What is the end result of God’s redeeming love? (John 5:12, John 17:23)
Prayer: Heavenly Father ---- we stand upon your holy love; unite your body through the
power of your redeeming love, to share the love of Christ...
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<Unit 3 - United to Glorify His Name>

What is the unifying work of bringing glory to the name of the Lord
for the body of Christ? Every day we have opportunities to lift up the name of Jesus by
both our words and actions either during our individual travels (spontaneous events) or
travels together with His body (planned events). (John 13:35, 3 rd John)

God’s Testimony: "If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true.” (John 5:31)
“for I know where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I
come from or where I am going...I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me.”
(John 8:14-16)
(Note: God has always spoken/worked where His Spirit was present – Genesis 1:1-3)

Identity with Christ: “continue to walk in the truth” (3rd John 3)
Walk with Christ: “So I say, live by the Spirit” (Gal. 5:16, John 3:3)
(Note: Letting our lives speak/say “it” loudly; not being a secret agent for Christ)
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Directed to Lift up His Name:
“faithful in what you are doing for the brothers, even though they are strangers to you”
(3rd John 5)
“It was for the sake of the Name…that we may work together for the truth” (3 rd John 7-8)
“Do not imitate what is evil but what is good” (3rd John 11)
“well spoken of by the truth itself” (3rd John 12)
(Note: We speak God’s name through our words and deeds to a lost world who watches
how His body loves one another – 1st Peter 2:12)

Believers have been called to position their strength using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their new strength (from Christ) might be
directed by His righteousness to obediently speak His Name over our “words and
deeds” as we demonstrate “faith expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6).
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. Like Jesus we are to give a testimony. Whose name do we lift up? Whose name
is Jesus’ name joined with? (John 17:1)
2. Like Jesus we are given the Holy Spirit to testify. What truth does the Holy Spirit
want to testify through our lives? (John 16:27)

3. What identity did Moses choose? (Heb. 11:24-26)
4. How did Moses live? (Exodus 33:15)

5. Who is our mother, brothers (sisters)? (Matt. 12:47-49)
6. What is good in the sight of the Lord? (John 15:8, Gal. 5:22-26)
7. How do we walk in obedience according to the Lord? (John 15:12, Gal. 6:1-5)
Prayer: Heavenly Father ---- we stand upon your Holy Name; unite our hearts around
the righteousness and holiness of Christ to bring glory to Your Name...
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Section 2. Embrace the Work of His Spirit/Truth (Grace)
God’s Riches at Christ’ Expense
(His Grace working in the Body of Christ)

(1.His Love)
a. Given first
b. Gives us
thankful hearts

(2.His Truth)
a. Keeps us
steadfast in faith
b. Shines through
words and deeds

(3.His Way)
a. Teaches us His
Way for New Life
b. Demonstrated
by how we live
(0. His Life)
a. Through His
Holy Spirit
b. Through His
mercy / grace
(5.Blesses)
a. With spiritual
abundance
b. With spiritual
discernment

(4.Renews)
a. Our thoughts /
minds
b. Our life and
purpose

(7.Transforms)

(6.Shepherds)
a. Given His name
and authority
b. Co-reign in His
love and power

a. Us to follow His
will
b. Us into His
Son’s image

(Note: [0] The Lord sends us the Holy Spirit to give us new life so that we may be like
Him, full of “grace and truth”. [1-7] The Holy Spirit working in the body of Christ: a.
brings us His life changing revelation/knowledge and b; empowers us to demonstrate
the power of God’s grace (Kingdom come). These seven works of His Spirit in the body
of Christ have been derived from the letters to the seven churches in Revelation.)
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We will see answers to these seven important questions related to the works of the
Spirit in the body of Christ as we look at the 7 lessons/units derived from the 7 letters to
the churches found in Revelation:
1. Are their deeds good?
2. Are they working hard to be fruitful?
3. Are they persevering in times of trials and testing?
4. Are they tolerating ungodliness or sharing the life-changing truth in love?
5. Are they testing their teachings against what the Apostles taught?
6. Are they willing to endure tough times in order to move forward the Kingdom or
chasing after the comforts of this world?
7. Are they clinging to their first love?
NOTE: Read the letter to the church referenced in each lesson and found in Rev.
Chapters 2 & 3 prior to starting each of these upcoming 7 lessons. This will
prepare you for receiving the Scripture which focuses on what the Spirit of the
Lord wanted to draw out of each specific church and to discern what the Spirit
was already accomplishing in each church.
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<Unit 1 - Embrace God’s first love for us>

What work of the Spirit within the body is the Church in Ephesus
being called to take hold of? First and foremost the church is being called to embrace
the first love God demonstrated through His Son.

The Work of Charity:
“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.” (Romans 5:8)
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
(Note: The key to the Kingdom of God is His Charity/Grace.)
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Drinking from His Well of Charity/Grace:
“There

is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with
9punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 19 We love because he first
loved us.” (1st John 4:18-19)
“But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect.
No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.”
(1st Cor. 15:10)
(Note: The Samaritan woman receives Christ’ living water at the well.)

Sharing from His Well of Charity:
”Do everything in love.” (1st Cor. 16:14)
“For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family[a]in heaven and on
earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may
have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and
high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—
that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” (Eph. 3:14-19)
(Note: The Apostle Paul’ prays for the Ephesians. The Samaritan woman tells her
village what Christ has done for her.)

Believers have been called to position their strength using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their new strength (from Christ) might
empower them through the “love of Christ” they received freely to share it freely with
“faith expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6).
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. Discuss God’s unchanging love spoken about in Jer. 31:3, Rom. 5:8 & Rev. 13:8?
2. What can separate us from His love? Romans 8:38-39

3. How does knowing God’s first love for us impact our commitment to Him?

4. How does knowing God’s first love for us impact the way we look at others?
5. What is our foundation and strength for the Christian life? How should this impact
the Way we live for God?
6. Ponder the power of love (unity) shared between the Father and the Son. Does
God want us to partake in this power?
Optional: Review Questions for this church using Revelation Chapter 2-3:
7. How do we answer the seven important questions (Are their deeds good? etc.) in
regards to this church (yes/no/not sure)?
Prayer: Heavenly Father ---- unite us in your first love; direct us to be bold based upon
the truth that Your first love which can never be taken away from us...
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<Unit 2 - Embrace walking with ‘steadfast faith’ in Christ>

What work of the Spirit within the body is the Church in Smyrna
being called to take hold of? The church is being called to embrace the one true faith
and total dependence/reliance upon God’s Son.

Christ in us, Hope of glory:
“To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Col. 1:27)
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are
born again.” (John 3:3)
“You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in
you is greater than the one who is in the world.” (1st John 4:4)
(Note: The world rejects/hates Christ alive in us - John 7:7)
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Hungry for the Word:
“As soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving
there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Berean Jews were of more noble
character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great
eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.”
(Acts 17:10-11)
To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are
really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John
8:31-32)
(Note: Like the Bereans (Smyrna Church), we are called to be of noble character and
examine the Scriptures daily so we are prepared when persecution comes our way.)

Running the Race of Faith:
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who
endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”
(Hebrew 12:1-3)
“Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that
person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.”
(James 1:12)
(Note: Although persecution tries to drive away our faith; our perseverance will give a
fruitful witness to unbelievers of His Kingdom come.)

Believers have been called to position their strength using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their new strength (from Christ) might
empower them to be faithful “ministers of reconciliation” who obediently demonstrate
“faith expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6).
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. How does knowing that the world/unbelievers are rejecting Christ alive in us,
change the way we respond to being rejected for our faith? (John 7:6-8)

2. If we compartmentalize our faith, will we be able to stand fast when persecution
comes? Should we only live to be effective witnesses for Christ on Sundays? How
do we prepare ourselves daily for the rejection/hate the world holds for Jesus?

3. How has God made persecution a servant to the purposes of the cross (His
kingdom come)?
4. Knowing that we can’t escape persecution, even in our relationships with people at
work or at home, how do we respond to persecution (hatred) as we trust in Jesus?
What are some of the practices of our faith that assist us when being persecuted?
Optional: Review Questions for this church using Revelation Chapter 2-3:
5. How do we answer the seven important questions (Are their deeds good? etc.) in
regards to this church (yes/no/not sure)?
Prayer: Heavenly Father ---- unite us around Your faithfulness, even in times of trials
and persecution; direct us to be steadfast in faith placed upon Your victory over death...
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<Unit 3 - Embrace His “Way, Truth & Life”>

What work of the Spirit within the body is the Church in Pergamum
being called to take hold of? The church is being called to embrace the Way of God’s
Son.

His Higher Way:
“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and
my thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:9)
“You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in
you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore
speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them.” (1st John 4:4-5)
(Note: God has given us the “teachings of Christ” to separate the wheat from the tare as
they shine a light on His Way to live versus how the world tries to tell us to live.)
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Uncompromising Commitment:
“You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means enmity
against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an
enemy of God.” (James 4:4)
Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in
the kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:62)
“being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 1:6)
(Note: There is no mixing of ways in God’s Kingdom. The world’s ways are fleeting but
the Lord’s Way is completing us and bearing fruit, bringing heaven to earth.)

Servant/Leaders:
“offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer
every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. 14 For sin shall no longer
be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.” (Romans 6:13b14)
“let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith
brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having
our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we
profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds.” (Hebrews 10:22-24)
(Note: The world continues to try to pervert the church and mix the world’s ways with
our Master’ “Way of Grace”. We serve in the midst of a wrestling of hearts which are
being tugged by: the world/deceiver’ ways versus Christ’ Way.)

Believers have been called to position their strength using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their new strength (from Christ) might
empower them to follow Christ’ Way and demonstrate it with “faith expressing itself
through love” (Gal. 5:6).
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. Whose teachings are superior in our lives? Do we integrate or subordinate the
teachings of the world to the Lord’s Way?
2. How do we use the Lord’s teachings to separate the wheat from the tare as choices
for living are presented to us by our culture? What are some examples?

3. How do we connect with God’s Word and Spirit in our daily lives as we seek His
Way? (We commit to seek guidance from God – study, prayer, listening, etc.)

4. Do we have a responsibility for demonstrating Jesus’ Way to our communities?
5. How does the Lord’s Way impact how we interact with the world systems?
6. How does our biblical perspective change us and our approach to popular culture?
Optional: Review Questions for this church using Revelation Chapter 2-3:
7. How do we answer the seven important questions (Are their deeds good? etc.) in
regards to this church (yes/no/not sure)?
Prayer: Heavenly Father ---- unite us around Your Higher Way, direct us in your Way so
we may demonstrate your Way of abundant life to others...
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<Unit 4 - Embrace His Call to be King & Kingdom Minded>

What work of the Spirit within the body is the Church in Thyatira
being called to take hold of? The church is being called to embrace God’s “King and
Kingdom” and to live redirected/renewed lives.

The Just Reign of God:
“In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with
eyes, in front and in back. 7 The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like
an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. 8 Each of the
four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under its
wings. Day and night they never stop saying: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,
who was, and is, and is to come.’” (Rev. 4:7-8)
“The Lord reigns forever; he has established his throne for judgment. 8 He rules the
world in righteousness and judges the peoples with equity. 9 The Lord is a refuge for the
oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. 10 Those who know your name trust in you,
for you, Lord, have never forsaken those who seek you.” (Psalms 9:7-10)
“God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you
have helped his people and continue to help them.” (Heb. 6:10)
(Note: God sees all and even the eyes of the Lord’s angels at His throne are upon His
people and the work of His Kingdom come.)
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Citizens of Heaven:
“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness…” (Matt. 6:33)
“Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:4)
(Note: Do we even know what our hearts desire? Seek first his kingdom and take
delight in the Lord [his righteousness]. Did eating the forbidden fruit in the Garden of
Eden give Adam and Eve what their hearts truly desired?)

Transformed/Re-directed Minds:
“Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still; teach the righteous and they will add to
their learning. 10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the
Holy One is understanding. 11 For through wisdom your days will be many, and years
will be added to your life. 12 If you are wise, your wisdom will reward you;” (Proverbs
9:9b-12a)
“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.” (Eph. 2:10)
“Remember

your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of
their way of life and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today
and forever.” (Heb. 13:7-8)
(Note: We focus on this truth declared by King David in 1 Chron. 29:11 “Yours O Lord is
the kingdom; You are exalted as head over all.”)

Believers have been called to position their strength using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their new strength (from Christ) might
empower them to be “King and Kingdom” minded and purposed to demonstrate “faith
expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6).
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. Consider the omniscience and omnipresence of God; is our God close or far away?
Where should this truth take our minds each day?
2. When is God’s justice executed? When Christ returns? When we die? Now? How is
His justice coming to bear in this world? through His Kingdom? (Matt. 10:7)

3. What focus should be at the center of the “hearts and minds” of God’s people? How
do we seek God’s Kingdom first?

4. What stands in greatest opposition to His Kingdom work?
5. How does God reward those who join in His Kingdom work?
6. Who should we look towards for being Kingdom minded? (Heb. 12:2)
Optional: Review Questions for this church using Revelation Chapter 2-3:
7. How do we answer the seven important questions (Are their deeds good? etc.) in
regards to this church (yes/no/not sure)?
Prayer: Heavenly Father ---- unite us around Your good purpose, direct us to co-labor
with You in the coming of Your Kingdom...
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<Unit 5 - Embrace the Spirit-filled, Abundant life in Christ>

What work of the Spirit within the body is the Church in Sardis
being called to take hold of? The church is being called to embrace the person of the
Holy Spirit and the abundant life (fruit) of “faith in Christ”.

The Spirit of Truth and Abundance:
“Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who
calls out, ‘Abba, Father.’” (Gal. 4:6)
“If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you
another advocate to help you and be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world
cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for
he lives with you and will be in you.” (John 14:15-17)
(Note: The Holy Spirit comes to join God’s people with truth and its abundance.)
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Anointed Life in the Anointed One:
“But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth.” (1st John
2:20)
“Since

we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” (Gal. 5:25)

“the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” (Gal. 5:22-23)
(Note: Manifest a spirit-fed life and not a carnal/worldly bound life.)

Branches Bearing God’s Manifest Wisdom:
“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 3 and
he will delight in the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or
decide by what he hears with his ears; 4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. (Isaiah 11:1-4)”
Holy Spirit (Christ) Led Fruitful Ministry
1. The leadership of the “Spirit of the Lord” brings everything under the authority
of the King. “Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the
name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord… (Phil. 2:9-11)”;
2. The leadership of the “Spirit of wisdom” reveals God’s Word. “When Jesus
spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. (John 8:12)”;
3. The leadership of the “Spirit of understanding” connects us to the mind of
Christ. “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s
will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. (Romans 12:2)”;
4. The leadership of the “Spirit of counsel” speaks to (through) the Body of Christ.
“Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially
prophecy…the one who prophesies speaks to people for their
strengthening, encouraging and comfort. (1st Cor. 14:1)”;
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5. The leadership of the “Spirit of might” connects us to Christ’ resurrection power.
“His incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as
the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly realms. (Eph. 1:19-20)”;
6. The leadership of the “Spirit of knowledge” connects us with God’s Kingdom
plan. “His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of
God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
realms, according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus
our Lord. (Eph. 3:10-11)”;
7. The leadership of the “Spirit of the fear of the Lord” keeps us from quenching
the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. “Not that I have already obtained all this,
or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which
Christ Jesus took hold of me. (Phil. 3:12)”.
(Note: When we follow the leading of the Holy Spirit as the body of Christ, the Lord will
manifest His presence at work in our midst (Matt. 18:20). Christ shepherds us to make
church decisions led by the Spirit as a group purposed to guide our congregations in
being instruments of love.)

Believers have been called to position their strength using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their new strength (from Christ) might
empower them to live and lead through the Spirit-filled, abundant life of Christ as much
fruit is bore with “faith expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6).
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. Jesus told His disciples to wait for who to come on Pentecost before sending them
out to launch His church?
2. Jesus said God the Father was looking for what type of worshippers in John 4:24?

3. How do we know if we have received the Holy Spirit? (Matt. 16:16-17, Gal. 5:22-23,
1st Cor. 12:1-11)
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1. Does the Holy Spirit lead the church similarly to how He led the prophets of the Old
Testament? Therefore, how relevant are the prophet Isaiah’s words in Isaiah 11:2?
2. Share a real occurrence in your church by believers which exemplifies the following
seven leadership works of the Spirit as follows: 1) moved to submit/surrender to the
authority of the Holy Spirit; 2) moved to share biblical insights; 3) moved to share
how understanding the “Way of Christ” moved you to love (action); 4) moved to
share a specific word from God with others; 5) moved to strong faith during prayer
time or sharing (proclamation) time; 6) moved to see and share how God is using
the church for a specific Kingdom purpose; 7) moved to honor God first and to
surrender personal needs/resources for the sake of others. (Note: The same
promise in Duet. 28:13 for following the “letter of the Law” is now available to the
body of Christ today when following the “Spirit of the Law”, the Royal Law – James
2:8.)
Optional: Review Questions for this church using Revelation Chapter 2-3:
3. How do we answer the seven important questions (Are their deeds good? etc.) in
regards to this church (yes/no/not sure)?
Prayer: Heavenly Father, unite us as we surrender all --- our “heart, soul, mind and
strength” to Your good purpose and direct us through the leadership of the Holy Spirit
working in the body of Christ...
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<Unit 6 - Embrace His Name and Authority>

What work of the Spirit within the body is the Church in
Philadelphia being called to take hold of? The church is being called to embrace the
“Name and Authority” of Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, in order to co-reign with
Christ in His love and power.

The Good Shepherd/Righteous Branch:
“And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in
Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches
of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.” (Eph. 2:6-7)
“The salvation of the righteous comes from the Lord; he is their stronghold in time of
trouble.” (Psalm 37:39)
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”
(John 10:11)
(Note: The “Name and Authority” of the Good Shepherd both covers and empowers us
to be the head and not the tail as we co-reign with Christ in His love and power.)
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Finding Rest / Our Crown:
“Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 4 Take
delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:3-4)
“For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” (Matt. 12:8)
(Note: Believers co-reign similar to king David, by taking delight in the Lord and His
Kingdom come. King David believed in God’s victory in (key for) this life and the life to
come. In order to reign, we must first find rest (our crown) in Christ.)

Bearing His “Name and Authority” / the Living Word:
“No weapon forged against you will prevail, and you will refute every tongue that
accuses you. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and this is their
vindication from me,” declares the Lord. (Isaiah 54:17)
”For no word from God will ever fail.” (Luke 1:37)
“far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked,
not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things
under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church,”
(Eph. 1:21-22)
(Note: We stand upon the “Living Word”, Jesus Christ, the “Lord of Life” as we speak of
His Name and Authority.)

Believers have been called to position their strength using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their new strength (from Christ)
empowers them to lift the Name and Authority of the Lord over all as they demonstrate
“faith expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6).
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. How does being seated with Christ in the heavenly realms empower us?
2. What is God’s purpose for His church as they co-reign in Christ? (Eph. 3:10-11)

3. How are we called to be conquerors in the “Promised Land”? Are there similarities
to how king David did this for God? Differences? (Romans 8:31-39)
4. How should life in God’s Kingdom through Christ’ righteousness change the Way
we approach life in this world?

5. How do we approach the work of co-laboring with the Good Shepherd? (Heb. 4:12,
Eph. 6:17)
6. How should what’s writtenin John 3:17 lead us in advancing God’s Kingdom?
(Hosea 6:6)
Optional: Review Questions for this church using Revelation Chapter 2-3:
7. How do we answer the seven important questions (Are their deeds good? etc.) in
regards to this church (yes/no/not sure)?
Prayer: Heavenly Father, unite us around the truth that we have been seated with
Christ in the heavenly realms. Direct us through Your “Word and Spirit” so that Your will
shall be done on earth as it is in heaven...
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<Unit 7 – Embrace being refined like Gold>

What work of the Spirit within the body is the Church in Laodicea
being called to take hold of? The church is being called to embrace the sanctifying work
of Christ making us into His image.

The Cross / Consuming Fire:
“The crucible for silver and the furnace for gold, but the Lord tests the heart.”
(Proverbs 17:3)
“At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Once more I will
shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” 27 The words “once more” indicate the
removing of what can be shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be
shaken may remain.” (Heb. 12:26-27)
“All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not been
written in the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb who was slain from the creation of the
world.” (Rev. 13:8)
(Note: Our “God is a consuming fire” and the hosts of both “heaven and earth” will either
be consumed by the “love of Christ” or the “love of sin”.)

-170-

(Version 3.0E)

His “Labor of Love”:
“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he
rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens
everyone he accepts as his son.” (Heb. 12:5-6)
“She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said.”
(Luke 10:39)
(Note: First and foremost in this life God is teaching us about the holy relationship we
have received through faith in Christ.”)

Our Highest Calling:
“being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 1:6)
“Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort
from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and
compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love,
being one in spirit and of one mind.” (Phil. 2:1-2)
“but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers
and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do:
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the
goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” (Phil.
3:12-14”
(Note: Always remember the goal of being refined like gold is to bring glory to God as
we are changed by God’s redeeming love and called to work within the body of Christ.)

Believers have been called to position their strength using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their new strength (from Christ)
empowers them to be good sowers of the Incorruptible Seed (Living Word) as it is
broadcasted with “faith expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6).
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To Reflect Upon:
God

“Raise the bar”

self

others

People of “grace and truth” shine for Jesus knowing: “The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.”
Discussion Questions:

1. Does God test and approve in us?
2. What does God know about the human heart which leads Him to faithfully do this
work in us? (Mark 7:21)

3. Have you ever participated in sports or an exercise program to stay healthy? What
types of routines/discipline is required for God’s heart exercise program?
4. What are some of the loves of this world that separate us from God? Did Mary
exemplify the best way to overcome worldly distractions (detours)?

5. The Lord is changing us from the inside-out. What are three important ways the
Lord works in making us into the image of Christ so that we can shine our light
bright for Jesus?
6. Why is being confident in the Lord, so important in the process of discipleship?
7. Why is being encouraged so important in the process of discipleship?
8. Why is “taking hold and pressing on” so important in the process of discipleship?
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Optional: Review Questions for this church using Revelation Chapter 2-3:
8. How do we answer the seven important questions (Are their deeds good? etc.) in
regards to this church (yes/no/not sure)?
Prayer: Heavenly Father ---- unite us with the holiness of Your Son through the blood of
Jesus. Refine us from the inside out to be like Christ. Keep us from pulling away and
direct us to take hold of the reason You took hold of us...
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<Optional Unit – Body of “This is That (Word and Spirit)”>
This is an optional review unit for the work of the “This is That (Acts 2:16)” our God is
doing as He strengthens and moves the body of Christ (His Kingdom) forward. Through
the blood of the Lamb, God brings His Word to bear in the fullness of His Spirit. This is
the work of God’s amazing grace within the body of Christ!
Again, here is a list of seven movements of the Spirit (and body) of Christ which
connects our strengths (and efforts) with the Lord’s labor of love, Gospel mission:
1. His saving grace demonstrated through the revelation of His first love for us,
leads us to love others;
2. His faithfulness made available to us through the blood of Jesus, leads us to be a
vessel for “words and deeds” that point to the cross;
3. His “way, truth and life” made available to us through His teachings, leads us to
demonstrate His abundant life;
4. His “priorities and insights” made available to us as we connect with His thoughts
(the mind of Christ), leads us to live for King and Kingdom;
5. His “gifts and fruit” made available to us as we experience His presence with us,
leads us to aim our efforts towards gains that will be eternal;
6. His “name and authority” made available to us through our access to His throne
of grace, leads us to speak His life over all obstacles;
7. His “perfect will and plan of grace” made available to us through His
righteousness, leads us to demonstrate “faith expressing itself through love”.
(Note: Connect this list with the ‘Work of His Spirit’ diagram and the seven questions
given at the beginning of section 2. to review where the Holy Spirit desires to lead
the body of Christ.)
The Holy Spirit through the body of Christ is bringing God’s “Grace and Truth” to bear in
this world. We see how God’s desires us to walk with His Spirit as the body of Christ
through the Lord’s letters to the seven churches found in Rev. Chapters 2 & 3. The
work of the ‘Spirit of Grace’ within the church body is always one of unity and
empowerment moving us to be God’s Kingdom ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20).
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Handout 5: “United Within His Body”
Study Goals: Training disciples of the Lord to be…
3) a people who believe in Jesus and follow Jesus;
4) a people who powerfully love God through unity within the body of Christ.
Introduction: “United within the Body of Christ (in Spirit/Truth) Bible Study”
At the center of our faith journey with Christ in “Spirit & Truth” is a love for God and
others witnessed through our daily activities (body) both individually and corporately.
Jesus declared in John 4:24 “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit
and in truth.” Our Lord has brought His Light to the world (John 8:12) and He desires to
shine His perfect witness (His life given for us) through His people to save the world
from sin and judgment. How does God bring His light to bear? Peter spoke about this
in Acts 2:16 “but ‘this is that’ which was spoken by the prophet Joel”. The
Living/Fulfilled/Holy Word incarnate in Christ through the Holy Spirit (this is that) now
stands before God as the righteousness of all who worship God in “Spirit and Truth”.
The righteousness of Christ, the “Good Testimony” (1st John 5:11-12) rather than our sin
goes before us as we trust in Jesus’ atoning blood sacrifice on the cross and the work of
the Holy Spirit in bringing us to faith. This study’s purpose is to emphasize the unity and
purpose of the “body of Christ”, God’s vessel for sharing His grace with our world.

God

“Raise the Bar”

self

others

Table: “Section I. - Unite in Light (Truth), Love and Life of Christ”
Unite
1. Light

From God
John 1:1,
1:14, 8:12

2. Love

1 John 4:8,16
1 John 3:1

To God
To Others
Matt. 16:16,18 John 14:16John 1:12-13
18, John
14:6
1 John 4:19,
John 15:12,
4:7-11
John 17:23

3. Life

John 5:31,
John 8:14-16

3 John 3,
John 3:3

3 John 5,
3 John 7-8,
3 John 11-12
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Purpose
To unite us to God’s
Truth through “faith in
Christ”
To unite us with the
“love of Christ” moving
vertical and horizontal
To unite us with the
work which brings
glory to the Father as
we lift up the name of
the Son
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Table: “Section 2. – Embrace the Work of His Spirit/Truth (Grace)”
Embrace
1. First Love

From God
Romans 5:8,
John 3:16-17

To God
1 Cor. 15:10,
1 Jn. 4:18-19

To Others
1 Cor. 16:14,
Eph. 3:14-19

2. Steadfast
Faith
3. The Way

John 3:3,
1 John 4:4
Isaiah 55:9,
1 John 4:4-5

Acts 17:10-11
John 8:31-32
Luke 9:62,
Phil. 1:6

4. Kingdom
Minded

Psalms 9:710, Heb. 6:10

Matt. 6:33,
Psalm 37:4

Heb. 12:1-3,
James 1:12
Heb. 10:2224, Rom.
6:13-14,
James 4:4
Eph. 2:10,
Heb. 13:7-8

5. Spirit-filled
6. Name &
Authority

Gal. 4:6, John
14:15-17
Eph. 2:6-7,
John 10:11

1 John 2:20,
Gal. 5:22-25
Psalm 37:3-4,
Matt 6:33

7. Being
Refined

Proverbs 17:3 Heb. 12:5-6,
Heb. 12:26-27 Luke 10:39

Isaiah 11:1-4
Isaiah 54:17,
Luke 1:37,
Eph. 1:21-22
Phil 1:6, Phil.
2:1-2, Phil.
3:12-14

Purpose
To embrace God’s first
love and power flowing
from the cross
To embrace total
reliance upon Jesus
To embrace the Way
of “Grace and Truth”

To embrace our King
and His Kingdom
purposes
To embrace the life of
the Holy Spirit within
To embrace the “Name
and Authority” of Christ
To embrace being
made into His image

Lesson Notes:
There are questions at the end of every lesson in the “United within His Body” study
guide to lead group discussions on the Scripture above.

A Review Lesson:
An optional/review lesson has been included which reviews the seven movements of
the Spirit (and body) of Christ which connects our strengths (and efforts) with the Lord’s
labor of love, Gospel mission:
1. His saving grace demonstrated through the revelation of His first love for us,
leads us to love others;
2. His faithfulness made available to us through the blood of Jesus, leads us to be a
vessel for “words and deeds” that point to the cross;
3. His “way, truth and life” made available to us through His teachings, leads us to
demonstrate His abundant life;
4. His “priorities and insights” made available to us as we connect with His thoughts
(the mind of Christ), leads us to live for King and Kingdom;
5. His “gifts and fruit” made available to us as we experience His presence with us,
leads us to aim our efforts towards gains that will be eternal;
6. His “name and authority” made available to us through our access to His throne
of grace, leads us to speak His life over all obstacles;
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7. His “perfect will and plan of grace” made available to us through His
righteousness, leads us to demonstrate “faith expressing itself through love”.
(Note: Connect this list with the ‘Work of His Spirit’ diagram and the seven questions
given at the beginning of section 2. to .understand where the Spirit desires to lead
the body of Christ.)
The Holy Spirit through the body of Christ is bringing God’s “Grace and Truth” to bear in
this world. We see how God’s desires us to walk with His Spirit as the body of Christ
through the Lord’s letters to the seven churches found in Rev. Chapters 2 & 3. The
work of the ‘Spirit of Grace’ within the church body is always one of unity and
empowerment to be God’s Kingdom ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20).

Believers have been called to position their strength using the “light,
love and life” of the revelation of Christ so that their new strength (from Christ)
empowers them to work with “faith expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6) in unity
within Christ’ body, the church universal, until His return. As we study and trust in
Scripture which speaks of God’s one true faith, the Lord draws us closer to our purpose
and strengths found in the unity of His body, set free from sin and death (Phil. 3:12-14,
Eph. 2:4-10).
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Appendix 1 – “To Live (Walk) as Jesus Did”
1st John 1:5-2:6 “This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God
is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and
yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus,
his Son, purifies us from all sin. 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and
the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we
make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.
My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we
have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning
sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 3 We
know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. 4 Whoever says, “I
know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that
person. 5 But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in
them. This is how we know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must live as
Jesus did.”
I. The Message / “Light of the World”
Jesus came to us from Heaven by the power of the Holy Spirit and lived His life as a
foreign ambassador sent from God’s “Kingdom of Heaven”. The apostle John reminds
us that “all believers have heard and received Christ’ message from heaven”. Knowing
the goodness of the Gospel message we are compelled to share this “Message of
Light”, the “Word of Life” revealed to us through the person of Christ. His message is
foreign to the thinking of the carnal, darkened mind of man in this world. However,
Christ’ message has a faithful companion, the Holy Spirit, who illuminates darkened
“hearts and minds” and empowers believers to carry God’s message (Light) just as the
apostle John did. Therefore, John is telling us in the Scripture above “to live as Jesus
did” is to be an ambassador of God’s “Kingdom of Heaven” walking in and with God’s
Light. The apostle John was not alone in sharing this as the apostle Paul shared
likewise of this in 2nd Cor. 5:19-20; “And Christ has committed us to the message of
reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’ ambassadors as though God was making His
appeal through us.”
According to John in this letter what has darkened the minds of humanity? Humanity’s
continued pursuit of and fellowship with darkness, the sin that began with Adam. Adam
mistakenly thought he could know and judge what was “light and darkness” or “good
and evil”, in God’s creation. Adam (and humanity) wound up being separated from the
one, true, holy God because of Adam’ disobedient act (sin) which in effect stated to God
that Adam thought he should know what was best for himself. Unfortunately, for Adam
God had already set up His throne for judgment (Psalm 9:7-8). Adam’s first sin against
God appears to be similar to a teenager’s rebellion and justification for straying from
their parents. Perhaps, this is why the fifth commandment promises children that they
will live long in the land if they don’t act like Adam and honor their parents? Remember,
Adam was forced to leave the Garden of Eden after he sinned.
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God’s ways are higher (holy) compared to humanity’s ways. God’s Light (Perfect and
Eternal) can’t be mixed with man’s ways (fallen and temporary) which like Adam’s sin
lead to death (Romans 6:23). This is why Jesus was sent from heaven to restore God’s
holy light of eternal life within humanity. The “Light of the World” (Jesus) has brought us
the “Spirit of Truth (Light)” which overcomes darkness (physical and spiritual death).
The Spirit shines within us and brings forth a “living hope of glory (Col. 1:27)” which can
never be extinguished.
God’s wonderful mercy has brought the true Light into the world which all believers will
gaze upon for all eternity. God sent His Son, the Second Adam and Light of Life, into
this world (John 8:23) to overcome the darkness that the first Adam had led humanity
into. The eternal light of Christ comes from heaven where God’s holiness is perfect in
every way and unstoppable. Anything contrary to the Light of Christ is darkness, fading
away and not of God. The darkness of this world can’t be mixed with God’s light and its
time is short (Heb. 1:10-12). When Christ returns, God’s people will be taken to heaven
where the Light of God illuminates His holy city and never goes out.
II. The Messengers
Who is an ambassador in God’s Kingdom of Light (Truth)? All who have turned to the
Lord. All who repent and confess their sin (1st John 1:9) have their rightful punishment
(eternal death) replaced with the forgiveness of their sin (and the gift of eternal life).
Jesus took our punishment as His blood was shed on the cross. Jesus has led
believers out of darkness into God’s light. God’s power demonstrated through Christ’
resurrection has released a wave of forgiveness to wash away the sin of the world. His
followers have been prepared through His “Spirit of Truth” to share His forgiveness with
the world. Remember, the Companion, the Holy Spirit who brings forth faith in Christ
also accompanies believers as they share the message they’ve placed their faith in.
What happens to those who deny the message of the cross? They never enter into
God’s “Kingdom of Heaven” (Eternal life) and remain in darkness (1 Cor. 2:12). In the
darkness of their worldly knowledge, they call the Lord a liar by their faithless “words
and deeds”. In their current state, they will stand before a Holy God and be judged.
Their just reward will be their wages for sin which is eternal death. As believers look
towards the return of Christ, they continue to make their appeal to those who remain in
darkness. They take their calling to be foreign ambassadors for the “Kingdom of
Heaven” seriously as God’s grace motivates them to speak the truth in love and live as
Jesus did.
III. Effectively Delivering the Message
As believers accept God’s calling to be His messengers they take hold of two important
guidelines from Scripture for “living as Jesus did” to become effective in delivering His
message of Light:
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1st Guideline: “Guard Your Hearts”
Jesus instructs believers in Luke 21:34 to guard our hearts: “Be careful or your hearts
will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life.”
Let’s look in more detail at these 3 areas of life where the Lord is cautioning us. These
are areas where walls can be raised up within our “hearts and minds” to inhibit us from
being effective messengers:
a) Beware of the dissipation, “distractions and diversions” of life that re-direct us
away from our duty. What are some examples of these? When we let our
“hearts and minds” only focus on: romance, our job, games, pleasing family and
friends, etc.
b) Beware of the intoxications of life that re-direct us away from our duty. What are
some examples of these? When we let our “hearts and minds” become
intoxicated by out of control alcohol use, drug use, pursuit of money and fame,
immorality, etc.
c) Beware of the anxieties of life that re-direct us away from our duty. What are
some examples of these? When we let our “hearts and minds” constantly worry
about our health, finances, children, daily agenda and daily needs, etc.
How should we start each day according to Jesus in Luke 17:33 to guard our hearts?
Jesus said “Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it and whoever loses his life will keep
it.” We should start every day by surrendering our “hearts and minds” (and agendas) to
our King and His Kingdom call upon us, to be His ambassadors. During the day we
remember God’s promise to us in Romans 8:28 “in all things God works for the good of
those who love Him according to His good purpose.” There are many trustworthy
scriptures that teach us how to guards our “hearts and minds” from the things discussed
above which Jesus cautions us about.
2nd Guideline: Carry His Gospel Light
Galatians 5 instructs us on how to carry His “Gospel Light” into the world. Our new life
in Christ through the personal revelation of Christ, remember His Light comes to us with
the Spirit (John 3:3), has illuminated our darkened “hearts and minds”. The Spirit
personally sets us apart to carry His light and let it shine from within us (Eph. 1:13). The
following are three significant instructions from Gal. 5 in regards to carrying His Light:
a) Gal. 5:1 “It is for freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm and do not let
yourself be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” We must stand in the freedom
that has come from Christ’ Light (His Way of Grace). We have received freedom
from sin, not freedom to be enslaved by sin again. Standing firm empowers us to
be free to live as Jesus did as He carried the Light. The Scripture found in
Romans 10:4 comforts us by informing us that Jesus is our righteousness and
the culmination of the Law. His righteousness has given us the freedom to focus
on sharing His message rather than satisfying the Law. 1st John 1:9 tells us if we
confess our sins, God through His Son, Jesus forgives us our sins and purifies us
from all unrighteousness.
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One who stands firm believes we possess God’s victory over sin by grace
through faith in Christ (Eph. 2:8). If you don’t believe you are free (a new
creation) in Christ, you will continue to live as one burdened by self
righteousness. As you believe in the freedom you have received through Christ,
you will seek to enjoy a personal relationship with Christ and enjoy the privilege
of carrying His light. Are you standing firm upon the freedom of Christ?
b) Gal. 5:8 emphasizes how Jesus carried His light into the world. We are to carry
His light as Jesus did with “faith expressing itself through love.” God’s
ambassadors filled with “grace and truth” follow their Lord’s example who was
“the Word made flesh and full of grace and truth (John 1:14)”. God’s people
receive a life calling to be messengers and to do it in accordance with the Lord’s
Greatest Commandment, His “Call to Love” (Mark 12:28-34). This is the way
Jesus teaches us to effectively carry His Light! The Scripture found in Romans
5:8 reminds us that “God demonstrated His love for us this way, while we were
still sinners Christ died for us.” This is our Lord’s greatest example of “faith
expressing itself through love” for us to mimic. Not to die for others but to be a
living sacrifice for others (Romans 12:1). Knowing the Lord’s Way of (Agape)
love covers a multitude of sins (1st Peter 4:8) and leads us to many opportunities
for His light to shine through us into darkness.
c) Gal. 5:16 tells us to be led by the Spirit (live as Jesus did) so that His light might
produce eternal fruit through our lives. How is the carnal, darkened (nonspiritual) “heart and mind” led? First, it believes that you must understand what
you are doing before moving forward. Second, it labors to convince the heart to
agree with the solution the mind discovers. Finally, it wrestles up the initiative to
begin the task. How do we live Spirit led? First, from the depths of our being,
our will is joined with the eternal things of God (John 4:14) like a spring of water
welling up from the ground. Then the Spirit overflows our heart and connects it
with God’s Living Word to soften our hearts. Finally, our minds are joined with
the mind of Christ and we receive His specific “words and deeds” (marching
orders) as His ambassadors. How do we know if we’re living by the Spirit? We
will see the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23) manifesting itself inside us as we live
as Jesus did and carry His Gospel Light.
Jesus said “people don’t light a lamp and put it under a bowl; they put it on a stand and
it gives light to everyone in the house (Matt. 5:15).” In the same way, the Lord has
illuminated our “hearts and minds” to bring His “grace and truth” to bear in our darkened
world.
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IV. To Live as Jesus Did, Walking with Him Day by Day and Step by Step
Most scholars believe that the Apostle John originally wrote this epistle to some of the
most offensive Christians, the Gnostics (considered a cult), that the New Testament
church has ever known. They believed that the human condition of being a prisoner of
sin was something that kept people from changing, becoming more like Christ. They
used this misguided belief to justify living an immoral life despite the fact that Jesus
bought both redemption and its power into the world through His Light (Spirit). It’s
interesting that despite the sinful lifestyle of the Gnostics, in this epistle John still writes
to them, imploring them to “live as Jesus did (1st John 2:6).” John believed the Gospel
Light makes all the difference in this life and the life to come.
If we believe in the power of forgiveness (resurrection), the power of love and the power
of the Holy Spirit then we should take the Apostle John’s words to heart. We have all
been called to be ambassadors of God’s Kingdom and to carry the Light of Christ. The
message we have received comes with the message’ faithful Companion (the Holy
Spirit). He assists us in: being on guard; standing on our freedom; demonstrating “faith
expressing itself through love”; being Spirit led and being serious about our calling to
serve as foreign ambassadors. With God all things are possible, even “to live as Jesus
did”, day by day and step by step. May the marvelous light of the Lord be with us all!
Prayer: Lord, what a wonderful, marvelous gift You have brought us. In You we have
received the true “Light of the World” (Gospel) and its eternal power source, the “love of
Christ”. As we walk with the “Kingdom of Heaven” in our hearts, direct us as we carry
Your light and let it shine…
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